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* NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE.

‘ CHAPTER 1.
Preparations of Napoleon against the Invasion of France.—
. Termsof Peace offered by the Allies, through the Baron de
St Aignan.— Bases of the Treaty.— Congress held at Man-
" hetm.—Lord Castlereagh.—Manifesto of the Allies.— Buo-
. naparte’s Reply—1Its insincerity—State of Parties in
France—1. The Adherents of the Bourbons—their ckief
" Partizans.—2. The old Republicans.— The population of
France, in general, wearied-of the War, and desirous of the
. Deposition of Buonaparte—His unsuccessful attempts to
arouse the national spirit.— Council of State Extraordinary
" held on November 11th, when new tazes are imposed, and
- a new Constription of 300,000 men decreed.— Gloom of the
 Council, and violence of Buonaparte—Report of the State
of the Nation presented to Napoleon bythe Legislative Body.
— His indignation on receiving it.— The Legislative Body
. 18 prorogaed.— Commisstoners sent to the departments to
. rouse the people—but in vain— Unceasing activity of the
Emperor.—National Guard called out—Napoleon, pre-
" sentiug to them his Empress and Child, takes leave of the
People.—He leaves Paris for the Armvies on 25th Janxary
1814, full of melancholy presages.

' WHILE these scenes ‘were passing in the vicinity’
of Prance, the Emperor was using every effort to
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bring forward, in defencé of her territory, a force
in some degree corvespouding to the ideas which he
desired men should entertain of the Great Nation.
He distributed the seventy or eighty thousand men
whom he had brought back with him, along the
ling of the Rhine, unmoved by the opinions of those
who deemed them insufficient in number to defend
8o wide a stretch of frontier. Allowing the truth of
their reasoning, he denied its efficacy in the present
instance. Policy now demanded, he said, that there
should be no voluntary abatement of the lofty pre~
tensions to which France laid claim. The Austrians
and Prussians still remembered the campaigns of the
Revolution, and dreaded to encounter France once
more in the character of an armed natiori. ~This ap-
prehension was to be Lept ap as long as possible, and
abmost at all risks. To.concentrate his forces would
be to acknowledge his weakness, to confess that he
was devoid of means to supply the exhausted batta-
lions ; and, what might be still more impradent, it
was making the nation itself sensible of the same me-
lancholy truth ; so that, according to this reasoning,
it was mecessary to keep up appearauces, however .
ill seconded by realities. 'I'he-sllied sovereigns, on
the other hand, were gradually approaching to- the
right bank of the Rhine their immense masses, which,
ingluding the reserves, did net, perhapﬂ, AmoRy to
lgss than half s million of men.
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- The scruples of the Emperer of Austris, joined to
the regpeet entertained for the courage of the French,
and the talents of their leader, by the coalition at
large, inflaenced their councils at this period, and.
before resuming a train. of hostilities which must in-
volve some extreme conclusion, they resolved omee
move to offer terms of pesce to the Emperor of
Mo ' Co- .

~ The agent.selscted on this occasion was the Bargn
de St Aiguan, a French diplomatist of reputation, re--
siding at.ong of the German courts, who, falliug:inte:
the.hands of the allies, was set at libesty, with a‘com
" mission to assure the Freoch Empero of their will-
ingness to enter.into & tresty on equal terms. The
English- govesument .- also publicly announced their
readiness to. negaciate for a peace, and that they wonld
" make considershle concessious to obtain so grest s
blessing. Napeleon, therefore, had anether opportumi-
ty for negotiating, upon such terss:as must indeed de-
prive him of the unjust' supreniacy among European
aqauicils which he had sttempted to secure, but would
bave left him a high and honoureble seat ameng the
sovereigns of Eurepe. But:the pertingcity of Napo-
leon’s .dispesitien gualified him ill for a negoatery
upless when he had the full power in his own haid
ta dictate the.terins. His détermined firmness of piir-
pose,.in many cases a.great advantage, preved now
the very. reverse, . as it preveated him from. snticipa-
ting. absolute necessity, by sacrificing, for the sake



6. . © - LIFR.OF. -, °

of pesce, something which! it was ‘actuslly in:this
power to give or retsin. This tenacity was-a peeu-?
liar feauue of his charaster, He might, indeed, be.
hyought te givé up his claims to.kingdoms and pro-.
vinees. which were already put-beyond his pawer to.
recover ; but when the question regarded the:cessiom:
of gnything which was still in his possession, -the.
grasp;of the lion itself could scarce be more unralax-
ing,. Hence, as his misfortunes accummlated, the.
negatiatiens between him and the allies came to e~
semble the bargain driven with the King of Rome,.
acoording to ancient history, for the :books of ‘the:
Siliyls. The priee of peace, like that of these mys-
terious..volumes, was raised against him upon every.
rencwal ‘of the eonferences. ' This cannot: surprise.
any one who considers, that.in:proportion tothe
number of defeats sustained and power diminished,
thedenands of -the party gammg the advmtage must.
‘naiurally be heightened.
~; This will appear. fram & mtroapect to former ne-
gotiatiens, . Before the .war with Russia, Napoleen
might have-made pesce upan: nearly his-own terms,
_puoviding they had begen accompenied. with a dis-
svowal of that.species of. supetior authbrity, whichy
by the display-of his armies on the frohtiers of Pas
land, he.seemed. disposed: to exerpise 'over an.indes
_pendent and. powerful empire. There was mothing
left to.be,disputed between the two Emperors, ex-
oepting ithe point of equality, which it:was impossi~
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Blé for. Ahlunder to yhld q, i moo to himeself
and to his subjects. . »

‘ ‘ThCongnnatPugmmofde eam-
plewioni. - The fase of waw, or rather the comequesice
‘of Niapoleon's own:rashness, had -lost him an- imuebise
avny, and had delivered from his predominant in:
fluence, both Prossis aitd’ Austria ; and theee powers;
pwited in alliance with Russia ‘and England, hed:&
title to'denkand, as they had the meane of enfdrcing;
such & tresty as shonld secure Prusbiafrosn agein do,
sosh@img into o ctate which may be compared to thas
of Helots: ot Gibeomites ; and Austria from one less
directly dependent, but by the continuaunce of which
she was' stripped of many fair provipoces, and ex-
‘the wars whigh:the too well.known ambition of sthe
French empire might awaken in Germamy. : -Yet
even’ then  the ‘terms proposed -by Prince: Metter-
ni¢h stipulated only the liberation' of Germany: from
French influence, with -the restoration of the. Ily:
.mien provinces. - The fase .of Hollaud,. and that of
Spein, wexe remitted- till a' gemeral peace, to whieh
England dhould'be a party. But Buenaparte, though
FPoland and Hiyria might be considered as lost; and

_'the line of the Elbe and {)der.as indefensijle dgaimis
the assembled armies of the-allies, refused to acveps
theso terms;, unless.clogged .with. the condition that
the 1lans-‘Lowns sliculd remxin under. French i
fluence ; and'did not evew transmit-this. qualited wo-
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quiescence to a treaty, yutl¥ the: mappouud hio'
the purpose of the Congress had expired. -

Aﬁergmnmgsixblu:la,undaﬁertheamnm
:redeemedthnrplodges that they would not -hear of
farther negotidtion while there. was a French seldier
in Germany, except ava prisomer, or as belongingds
the garvisqn of a blocksded fortress, it was netuesl
that-the demands of the confederated Seveveigus
_should rise ; more especially as Bngland, .at whose
expense the war had been in a great measurs onsried
on, was become a party to the conferences, and her
pnrtiaﬂatobpmmmbe .mnded to.in. theiw
puen,

" The. terms, therefore, pmpmed l:oNapohn ‘on
which peace and the guarantee of his dynasty might
be obtamed had risen in proportion. taxho success of

his enemies.

TheEulofAbcrdeen nll knmﬁrrhs Ixm
ture. and talents, attended, .on the. pars of Geeat Bric
tain, the negociations held with the BasonS¢. Aignan.
The basis of the treaty proposed by the. allies were;
~That France, divesting herself of all the unnatu-
ral additions with which the conquests of Buensparte
had mvestedlm', should return te her natural limits,
’thc Rbine, the Alps, and the Pyrenees, which of
mld'thermpomwnofﬂnmhwd
Belgium. ‘L'he independence of Italy, Gemhany; and
Holhnd, were:absolutely. stipulated. Spein, whem
thepowcr of Great Britain, seoomtdod by her oxm el
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focts, hadinessly fraed.of the French yoke, was t0.be
inlike- mm mmmm
dimand..
Suhvmmetﬁemm Bu
it is generally admitted, thas it Baenaparee had shown
».oemddid wish . (0 close with tham, the stipulasions
might have bean. sedified, 99-a8-to be more pgeesable
to himn shén they setmded in the abetract. These
wene Juisisteesiss the anbinmes of the Allied Sewaernigna
whe advised .an. seguioscengs -in Eugsse Beankhar-
neis, of whew & very faveounshle opiniom . was ewsesn
taimad, being rocsived as King of the upper paxt of
Italy, while Murst retaived the southern balf of that
peninsule. Tha.same ecouncillors would not hxve
objoctad to bolding Holland 2 sufficiently independ.
ens, if the cpusciensiens Louis Buonapsrie. ware
placed at its head. As for Speiw,. its. destinies
weva now beyond. the influence of Napoleon, even
in ‘his own opimion, sinee. he was himeslf txesting
with his capsive at Valengay, for re-establishing his
on the thwone, A treaty, thevefore, might. possi-
bly have been schieved by help of skilfal mansge-
wment, which, while it afymed the nominal independ,
ence of Italy and Hellagd, would have. lek Nape-
leon in- actusl ‘possession -of all the renl influenee
which se powerfual a.mjnd eould: have exercised aver
& bpther,. a.amp-oon,, awd & bregherindaw, all in-
debted to-him for their rise to the. rank they held.
His power might have: heen. thus. consolidated in
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the most formidable mauner, and his empire placed”
in such seeurity, that he could fear no aggression on
any quarter, and had only to testify pacificintentions
towards other nations, to ensure the perfect trmqml-
lity of France, and of the world. ‘

But it did not suit the high-soaring ambition of
Napoleon to be contented with such a degree of power
as was to be obtained by negotistion.  His favoutits
phrase on such occasions, which indéed tie had put
inte the mouth of Maria Louisa upon a recent occa<
sion, was, that he could not occupy athrone, the glo-
ry of which was tarmished. This was a strange abuse
of words ; for if his glory was at all impaired, asina
military point of view it certainly was, the deprecia-
tion arose from his havhig lost matiy'great‘“battfes.
and could not be increased by his acqulcscmg in such
concessions as his defeat rendered Hecessary. The
loss of a battle necessanly infers, more or less, soime
'censure%n the conduct of a defeated general but ¢
ean never dishonour a patriotic prince to make such
sacrifices as may save his people from'the scourge of
a protracted and losing warfare. Yet let us do jus-
tice to the memory of a man so distinguished. ‘Ifa
merited confidence in the zeal and bravery of his
troops, or in his own transcendent abilities ds a
general, could justify him in' committing a great po-
litical errorfiin neglecting the opportunity of seciring
peace on honourable terms, the events of the strange-
ly varied campaign of 1814 show sufficiently the
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ample ground there. wes for bis entertaining such an
At this peviod, Maret, Duke of Bassano, invited
the allies to hald a congress at Manheim, far consider-
ing the preliminaries of peace ; and, on the part.of
Grest, Britain, Laxd Caatlereagh, a cabinet ininister,
Wa& 509k aver to represent her em this important ooca~
sipn.,.. Faction, which in countries where free discua«
%iep is permitted, often attaches its censure ta the beat
apd.warthigss of these to whose political opinions i
is appesed, has calumuiated this statesman during his
Life,:and, exen afper his death- This is one of the evils
at, the expepag of which freedom is purchased ; and
" it is purchased. the more cheaply, that the hour of
confutation fails ngt to come.. Now, when his power
«can_atttract no flattery, and excite no odium, impar-
tial histery muat write on the tomb of Castlereagh,
that his undaupted courage, manly steadiness, and
dlegp.political sagacity, bad the principal share in
infusing that gpirit of comtinyed. exertion and un-
abated, perseverange into. the. councils of . the allies,
which supported them through many intervals of
doubt and indecisiqn, and finally conducted them to
1he triymphant conclusxou af the most ‘eventful con-
et which Eurqpe ever saw. .
. AR she megnvwhile, bmh parues pmclwped Lheu
W for peace, . well aware.uf the . aglvantageous
gpinion, which the French public in particular could

R I
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vot fail to entertain of that party, which seemed most’
disposed to afford the world the blessings of that
state of rest and tranquillity, which was now univer-
sally sighed for. .

A manifesto was published by the allied mo-
narchs, in which. they complain, unreasonably cer-
tainly, of the preparations which Buonaparte was
making for recruiting-his army, which augmenta-
tion of. the meaus of resistance, whether Napoleon
was to look to. peace: or. war, was equally justifiable,
when' the frontievs of France were:surrounded by the
allied armies. The rest of this state paper was in »
better, because & truer tone. It stated that victory
had brought the allies.to the Rhine, but they meant
to mgke no farther use of their advantages than to
propose to Napoleon- a. peace,- founded on the inde-
peudence of France,. as well as upon that of every
other country. ¢ They. desired,” as this decument
stated, ¢ that France should. be great, powerful, and
happy, because the power of - France is one of the
fundamental bases of the. social system in Europe.
"They were willing to confirm to her an extent of ter-
ritory, greater than she -enjoyed under her ancient
" kings; but they desired, at the same time, that Eu-
rope should enjoy trauquillity. It was, in short,
their object to arrasge a pacifieation on such terms
as might, by metual guarantees, and a well-arranged
balance of power, preserve Europe in future from
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the numbetless calamities, which, during twenty
years, had distracted the world™ This pablic dé-
claration seemed intended to intimate that the war
of the coalition was not as yet directtd against the
person of Napoleor, or his dynasty, but only sgainst °
his system of arbitrary supremacy. The allies fur-
ther declared, that they would not lay dewn their
arms until the politieal state of Europe sheuld be
finally atranged on umalterable principles, and re-

cognwed by the sanetity of treaties. .
The reply of Buonaparte is contained in a letter

from Catmincourt to Metternich, dated 2d Decem-
her. It declaved that Buonaparte acquiesoed in the
principle which should rest the proposed pacification
on the absolute independence of the states of Eu-
zope, so that neither one nor another chould in fu-
ture drrogate ‘sovercigaty or supremacy in any form
whatsoever, either upon land or sea. It was there-
fore declared, that his Majesty adhered to the gene-
=l bases and abstracts communicated by Mousicur
8t Aignan. ¢ They will involve,” the letter add-
ed,  great sacrifices on the part of France, but his
Majesty would make them without vegret, if, by like
sacrifices, England would give the means of arriving
at a general peace, honourable for all concerned.”
The slightest attention to shis doeument shows
that Napoleon, in his pretence of being desirous for
peace on the terms held out in .the proposals of.
t!)d allies, was totally insincere. His answer was
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artfully calculated to mix up with the diminuation &f
* his owir exorbitant power, the question of the miei-
‘ttme law,; on which England and’ all other nations

had - acted fo¥' many centuties, and which’ gives

" to those nations' that possess powerful ‘fleets, the

same advantage which those thut*have great armics

‘enjoy by the law martiak ~“fhe‘rights ariding -out

of this law maritime; ltul beon maintathied by Brg-
bend at the end of ‘the diastrons :American war;,
when the Armed-Neutrality ‘was formed for thé - ex-
press purpose of depriving her; in hér hour of weak-

" mess, of this" bulwark of ‘her naval'power. ‘It had

been "defended during the ‘present war against’ alf
Europe, with France and Napoleon at her head. - ¥¢
was impossible that Britain should permit any chal-

* lebge of her maritime rights-in the present moment

of her prosperity, when not-only her sMips rode tri-
umphant on every coast, bat her own victorious ar-
my was quartered én French'groimd, and thé power-
fuul hosts of lier allies, brought to" the field-by Her
ntcans, wete arriyed along ‘the -whole-frontier of the
Rline. The Emperor of‘the French might have
as well proposed to- make the peace which Furepe’
wag oﬂ'eri'ng to krim, depend’ upoﬁ Great Britain's
ceding ¥reland or Scotland. - -

" . Neither can it be’ pretended*tha.t ‘there was an in-

direct polity in iittroducing- thiz diseussibn as an
applé of discord, whith might 'give cause-to* dis-
union among thé allies. - Far from 'looking on: the




NAPOLEON .BUDNAPARTE. 15

marikime law, a8 exercised by Britain, with the eyes
of jealousy, with which it axight at other times have
been regarded, .the continental natiens remembered

- the.far greater grievances which had been emtail-
-ed.on them hy. Buopaparte’s memorable sttempt to

put. down that law. by his anfi-commercial systom,

‘which had made Ruesia herself buckle on her ar-

meur, and was a cause, and & principal one, of the
genexral. coalition against France. As Buonaparte,
tharefore;. could . have. no hope to -obtain any advan-
tage, direct.qr indivect, from mixing up the question

- of maritime rights with that of the general spttloment

of .the.continent, and ag mere spleen and hatred to
Gaeat Britain would be scarce.an adequate motive
in.s.mind so sagacious, we must suppose this inad-
missible stipulation to have. been thrown in for the
purpose. of ensbling him to break off the negotiation
when.he pleased, .and. cast. upon the English the
unpopularity attending the.breach of it. It is very

- true, that England had offered.to make sacrifices for

obtaining . a general peace ;. but these sacrifices, as

~ wae seen by the event, regarded the restoration to
.. France of conquered colonies, not the cession of her
- owa nawal rights, which, an xo occasion whatsoever,

a fajnister of Britaip will, can, or.dare, permit to be

- brought.into challenge. . Accordingly,.the accept-
- ance by . Buonaparte of -the.terms transmitted by
. St.,Aignan being .provided with ‘a slip-knot, s it

t



16 o UCLIRE QR

were, by which ke could free himself fucny shérem
gagement . at. pleasure, was: coniideved,’ both by the
sllies, and by a’lswge peopoutien .of . the ‘pewple: of
France, as elisory, .abd indicating we sewiows pest:
pose of pacification. The.treaty therefore linguidn
ad, sod was put. fairly set on foot. unitil :the chatrop -
of .war had boén again appasled 0. " 1 -1 & 7

. Inthe mesnwhile, the'allies were bringinguptheir -

peserves as fast. as possible,’ and Buonaparte on iy
side was doing all he could to recrwit liis forces. - His
méasures for this purpose had ‘been.adapted long-bes
fore the present emergensy.. :As.far hack as.the 9th
QOctober, the Empress Maria Louisa, in thexcharads
ter of Regent,. presided in.a indeting of the Seaxte}
held for the purposs of calling for fresh réeswits to
the ermies.: She. was an: objéct: of intévest and: couns
passion to all, when andownciing the war which had
broken out betwixt her father'and fier kaisband s birt
the, follawing injidicioiis cenmive wpon' her: conms
try was pus into the mouth of the young sowereign;
without much regard to:delicacy. “-No:one,” slie
aaid, % can know so well as I what the Fremch will
have ta deead, if they perinit.the sllies ta be-con: .
querors.” ‘The clesing parhgtaph was: slso mmch
criticised, as attaching moré importance to the pera
sonsl feelings of the sovereign, than ought £6 havé
been exclusively ascribed to them in po.great » publie
exteerpity. ¢ Having been acquainsed Tor four years

s
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withselie imnost thoughts of my husband, I ksow with
whot-sentiments he would be afflictad if placed on a
tarnished-throwe, and. wearing a crown despoiled of
glery.” .. The decree of the Senate, passive as ususl,
appointed a levy of two hundred and eighty thou-
When Buonaparte arrived at Saiot Cloud, afier
having brought the remains of his once great army to
-‘Mayence, hig affairs-were even in a worse state than
‘had beesr.anticipated. But before we proceed to de-
tail the measures.which he took for redeaming them,
3 is necessary to take notice of two parties in the
‘state, who, in consequence of the decay of the Im-
perial power, were growing gradually into importance.
The first were the adherents of the Bourbons,
-who, reduced ta silence by the long-continued suc-
cesses of Buonaparte, still continyed to exist, and
now resumed their consequence. ‘They had nume-
rous partizaus in the west and gsouth of France, and
aany of them still maintained correspondence with
the exiled family. The old noblesse, amongst whom
such a8 did mot attach themselves to the court apd
person of Napoleon, continued to be staunch roy-
alists, had acquired, or rather regained, a consider-
able influence in Parisian society. The superior
elegance of their manners, the seclusion, and al-
most mystery. of their meetings, their courage and
their misfortunes, gave an interest to these relics
VOL. VIII. . B
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of- the- history. of Framee, which was emcreased by
the historical remembrances. connacted with ancient
names and. high descent: Buonapsete hima¢lf, by
the restoration of nobility as a rank, gave a dignisy
to-those who hed possessed it for centuries, which
his own new creations could not impast. It.s true,
that in the eye of philosophy, the great woan who
fray merits-and wine a distingnished title, id in. hixa:
welf: ifimitely: mone: valuable .awd: respectable than
the obwoure . individeal who inherits his hemours at
the distance of: centuries ; but then he.is; valued for
his personsk qualisies; not.for his:neblesses. No one
thought of paying. those maseschals, whose names
and: aetipns shook the world, s greater degree of re-
apect- when Napoleon.gave them titles. On the con-
trary, they will live in history, and.be familiar to
the imagination, by their own names, rather than
these-arising from their peerages.. But the scienee
ofheraldvy, when- admitted - as an arbitrary rule of
secicty, reverges the rule.of philosephy, and ranks
wobility, like medals, not acoording te the intwineic
value - of -the metal; but: in proportiem te its amti-
quity: - Pf thiv was- the case with.even the heroes
whe- hiud hewed a-asldier’s path to honours;. it: was
still: more-so- with-the-titles- granted. by Baessparve,
““‘upon emrpet-eonsideration,” and the knights whem
he-dubbed with-unhacked rupier. - 14 migh be traly
said-of these, that ' o

Their fire-new stamp of konour scarce was current.
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Whis, thesatave,. tha republican; fury, disd away:
and: Buortaparte diregted. the: respact, of the: peqpls
. o4 lozge: tomawde title andd nebility, a distingt. and,
superior- influence- was. soguired_by. those, wha pos:
sessed such hopawrs by. hepedimry descent. Naper
leon knew thisyaml courted, aud.in some degres. fonr.
od, the remainder of the old noblesse, who; umpiges be
could decidedly: sttach thema to. his. awp, imtepest,
were axposed! to- susveillanoe sk imprisonment. o
circumstances of slight suspicion. They begawme,
bawever, s0. circumapect and cawtious, that. iy was
impossible: to'- intueduce the spies.of the police into
their-selanis avd privage parties. Sl Napoleon, was
spniible -af the existance. of thig party, and of the
dengeyt. whith might attend upen.it;: aven while. hig
followets hod: forget perbaps that she. Bourhans caps
tinmed to live. < L thoughs bim xad,” said Neg,
(whose heak, according ¢e Foueh, could not. emhrace
tma' politieal: ideas,) « when taking. keave of the axmy
e Samdsigeny, heused: the expression, ThaBa;t-
bong:will meke/thein. owm of thie” ™ . -

- Thie parky; hegan now. to. be, sckive, and Mmlm
confedaration: ovgemizod itmelf in-she centre. of France
apearly. as-thie: monsii-of Mareli- 1813, The most dise
timigaished mémbers-are said tai have been the Dukey
el!llua';. '»Pnamwlbsﬁnd Fitsjsmes; Mwmdai’nr
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}’ignac, Ferrand; Audrien de Montmoreney, Sosthene
, de la Rochefoucault; Sermaison; an¢ La Roehejac-
.quelein. Royalist commanders had been nominated in
. different quarters—Count Susannet in the Lower
Poitou, Duras in Orleans and Tours, and the Mar-
-quis- dé Riviere in the province of Berry. Bourdeaux
was fiill of Royalists, most of them of the mercantile
class, who were ruined by the restrietiens of the Con-
tinental System, and all waited anxiously a signal for
action.
' Anotber'mternal faction; noways desirous of the
- return of the Bourbons, yet equally inimical to the
power of Napoleon, consisted of the old Repub-
lican statesmen and leaders, with the more szealous
part of their followers. These could not behold with
indifference the-whole fruits of the Revolution, for
which so much misery had been endured, so much
blood spilled, so many crimes committed, swept
away by the rude hand of a despotic’ soMlier. - They
saw, with & mixture of shame and mortification,
that the issue of all their toils and all their systems
had been the monstrous coneoction of a military des-
potism, compared with which every other govern-
ent in Europe might be declared liberal, except
perhaps that of Turkey. Daring the monarchy,
. 80 long represented as a system of slavery, public
opinion had in the parliaments zealous advocates,
and an opportunity of making itself known; but in
Imperial France all was mute, except the voice of

-~
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hired functionaries, mere trumpets of the govenp
ment, who bregthed not a sound but what was sug,
gested to them. A sense of this degmded conditipn
united in secret all those who desired to aee a free
government in France, and especially such as had
been active in the commencement of the Revolution,
. This class of palificians coyld not desire the rer
turn of the family in whose exile they had been g¢-
tive, and had therefore cause to fear the re-gction with
which such an event mjght be attended ; byg they
wished to' get Tid,of Napoleon, whose gavernment
acemed to be alike incousistent with. peace and with
liberty. The idea of a regency suggested itself to
Fouché and others, as a plausible mode of attaining
their purpose.  Austria, they thought, might be pro-
pitisted by giving Maria Lonisa the precedenes in
she council.of regency as guardian of her son, whp
should succeed to the crown when he came to the age
of majority. This expedient, it was thought, would
.give an opportunity, in the meanwhile, to introdpge
free principles into the constitution. But, while it
doanotappearhovtheaethonstsmtendedtodlse
pose of Napoleon, .it is certain that nothing but his
death, captivity, or perpetual exile, would have pre-
-vented such a man from obtaining the full manage-
ment of aregency, in which his wife was to preside
.in the name of his son.

.« A great part of the population ofFr,anoe, wn.hout
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Hivitg. any divtinet ‘views as to Hta-fotdre governd
niéint, ‘were ‘discontented with that of Buoriaparte;
which, ‘after Huving driined the cotintry of ‘men
atd weadth,  scemelt about to terminate, by sabjéet-
ing it to-the" wevenge of ‘incensed Enrope.  When
fese ‘wWere - told that ‘Buoriaparte eold: not bedt to
sitnponanrintheﬂthwﬂe,brwbaramnof
which the glory was diminiskied, they ‘were -apt to
onifder “how -oftén it ‘was necessary thiat *the -bekt
Wdod of Frarice shold be ‘expendetl in washing-the
‘btre itd ‘restoring’ the bitliancy of the ether. They
W in ‘Nafsoleor a bold and obstinate man, conscious
of ﬁiﬁ‘ng' d¥ébeome 50 many obstacles, that he.could
ot ‘endure ¢ sidnit the existence of any which might
Pe insdrmoutable. “Fhey beheld him obstinately
-deterntinied th retain-everyihing, defend everything,
‘venitate: eve:‘ythmg, ‘without inaking the least saeti-
fide Yo' thrcumstances, as if'he wete in hix owh persén
m&éfoendém Wf -the ‘Laws of 'Deutihy, to . which -the
whiole thiverse is ‘subjected. ‘These men-felt the vp-
Jpression of the néw: ‘taxes, the tétrors of the hew Con-
sdipﬁan,*'a:na'wnhout ‘formi‘ng a wish ag'to the modb

¥ rm. bedn given' bi'a shfiefent answer 6 chese ‘Somphints,
-Uas Buendpatte il falaly secivied of beving drainad Erance nf har
;pn;.b,mnce, upon the whple, she papulation is stated to have, on
the contrary increased. This may be the case ; but it is no less cer-
tain that the wars of Buonaparte consumed at least a mﬂlxon of
Jeintilitn; and 5t does not decttr +6 wy it the poprilation ef & coun-
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in ‘wivichiho was to besuceeeted, deveutly desiredabe
Empéror's depesition. But whenan end is warssly
Qesived, :the:means of attaiming it ‘ssem-cosae t0-oc-
eupy the imaginstion ; and thus many-ofithoss-whe
were at fivet s sort of .general malcontents, eame te
#ttach thomselves to:the move: decided fabtionreither
ofthe royalists or Liberalints.

"Theéso foelings, varying between ‘sbeolute. hsﬂb
ty o' Mapoleon, and imdiffevence o his fate, thwew:s
general chillness over the disposition to resist:the de-
vagion of the strangers, which-Buonsparte:had reckas-
ed on a8 certaiil to render therwar nntional ashongss 99
High-spirited ‘a-people 9a-the Brench. :Ne-offeit wes
spared ‘to-dispel this apushy, and excite:them: 40 re~
sistance ; the presses of the capital and she prévimces,
all adopted the tone suggested by the govermment,
and called forth every one to rise inmese, for defamne
of the comatry. But sithough, in eome places, the
peasants weve induced to take srms, the nation .at
large- showed & -¢oldmess, which can onby:be accoust-
ed“for'by- the genetal iden which Fenihd,mhu the

wry-incredses dnder sugh circumstanoes, like the growth of a tree
subjected ¢o muoh pruning ; still less that the general result would
satisfy parents for the slaughter of their children, any more than
the sorrow of a mother whe had ost her infant would be assuaged
Yy ‘thie- informution iat liéw text-Soor. astighbens had Been safely
‘dndivered of Gwius.
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Emperor had an honourable peace within hig power,
whenever he should be disposed to .accept of it.
In the mesntime;, new burdens were necessary
to pay the expenses of the approaching campaign,
and recruit the diminished ranks of the army. Na-
poleon;, indeed, supplied from his own hoards a sum
of thirty millions of francs ; but, ¢ the same time,
the public takes of the subject were increased by
one moiety, wishout any appeal to, er consultation
with, ‘the Legislative Body, who, indeed, were nat
gitting:at the time. - In a Council of State extraor~
dinary, held on the 11th November, two days af-
ter his retarn to Paris, Napeleon vindicated the in-
fliction of this heavy augmentation on a discontent-
‘ed and distressed ‘country. ¢ In ordinary times,”
he said, *the contributions were calculated at one-
fifth. of the income of the individual ; but, according
to the urgency of events; there was np reason why it
‘should: not. rise to-a foxirth, a third, or a_half of the
-whole income: , In fact,’ he corcluded, ¢ the.con-
tribution had: no bounds ; and if there weye any laws
intimating the contrary, they were 1ll-oonslderedlaws,
" end undeserving of attention.”
" "There was then read to the Council a decree of
: the Senate for a new conscription of three hundred
thousand men, to be levied upon. those who had es-
caped the conscription of former years, and who had
been considered as exempted from the service. There
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was a deep and melancholy silesice. * At length a
councillor spoke, with some hesitation, though it was
only to blame the introductory clause of the sena-
torial decree, which stated the invasion of the fron-
tiers as the cause of this large levy. It wae, he sug-
gested, a declaration too much calculated to spread
:alarm.

¢ And wherefore,” said Napoleon, giving way to
his natural vehemence, and indicatig more strongly
than prudence varranted, the warlike and vindictive
purpeses which exclusively eccupied his bresst,—
‘¢ wherefore should not the whole truth be told ? Wel-
lington has entered the south ; the Russians menace
the northern frontier ; the Prussians, Austrians, and
Bavarians threaten the east. Shame !—Wellington
is in.France, and we have not risen in mass to drive
him back. All my allies have deserted me; the Ba-
varians have betrayed me—They threw themselves
on my.xear to cut off my retreat—But they have
been slaughtered for their pains. No peace—none till

we have burned Munich. A triumvirate is formed -

in the north, the same which made a partition of
Poland. 1 demand of France three hundred thou-
sand: men—1I will form a camp of a hundred thou- .
sand at Bourdeaux—anether at Mets—another at
Lyons. With the present levy, and what remains
.of the last, I will have a million of men. ‘But I
saust have grown men—not these bey-conscripts, to

[ 4
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encuigher the hespitals, and .die of fatigue upon the
highways—1I cén recken on no soldiers now save
those' of Franee #tself.”

s Ah, 8ire,” said one of the assehtators, glad to
throw in a suggestion which he supposed -would suit
the mood of the time,  that ancient France must
remain to us inviolate.”

« And Holland ” answered -Napokeon, fiercely.
« Abandon Helland ? soomer yield it back to the
sea. Councillors, there must be an impulse given—
all must march—You are fathers of families, the
heads of the nation ; it is for you 10 set the exam-
ple. ‘They speak of peace; I hear of nothing but
pesice, when all around should echo to the ery of

war.”

This wae éne of the -occasions on which  Buona-
parte’s constitutional vehemence oveveame.bis poli.
tical prudence. 'We might almost thitik we hear the
voice of the :‘Scandinavian deisy Thor, or the war.
godvef Mexico, clamerous for ‘his victims, mnd de-
" manding that “they ‘be unblemiehed, =ad worthy
of his bloedy altar. But: Buosnapaste was unable ¢o
inspire others with his vwn martial zedl ; they only
foresaw “that-the nation must, according-to' the “sys-
tem of /its Tuler, eneounter s most . perilous danges,
anid-that, éveni-in-¢ise of success, when Napoleon
reaped laurels, France. would -only gather cypress.
This feeling' was ehiéfly predeminant in the Legis-

-~

-
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Intive Avsembly, -as evety tepresentative body , which
&manates however remotely from the people, has &
natiral aptitude-to-espouse their cause.

It is true, that the Emperor kad by every pre-
eattion in ‘his power, exidenvoured ‘to deprive this
pﬁttdf‘ﬂneahte ithe ohljoue which had retained
the least shiadow of popular representation, of every.
thing approacking tb freedom of debate or ‘right of
rétonstrance, and by a recent act of despotic in-
novation, had ‘even ‘robbed them 6f the -power of
thoosing their own :president. “He s :safd ‘slso to
tiave exerted his authority over individuals by a
practice similar to that practised by James the Se-
cond upon imembers of “patlizment, called closeting,
adimitting individuals 6f the Legistative Body to pri-
Vake interviews, and condescending to use toward-them
thiat persomal interession, which-coming from a sove-
reign, it is so difficedt to resist. But these arts proved
unsuccessfal, and only- tended to show to the wordd
‘that the Legislative Body hadindependence enough
to- intimate: their desire for peace, ‘while their sove-
reignwasnttll détermitied on war. A commission of
five of their metbers, distinguished' for wisdom and
ﬁﬂd&erdﬁon,veteaypuméd to draw up a repott wpon
the-state off the nation, which-they did in terms re-
‘dpettfl to Napoleon; but éuch ds -plainly indicated
Mcdnﬁcﬁbn that hewoultt set wiselytodiscontinne
s’ bchemis- o externst anibition, to purchiase peace
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by disclaiming them, and at the same time to restore
to the subject some degree of internal liberty. They
suggested, that, in order to silence the complaints of
the allied monarchs, which accused France of aiming
at general sovereignty, the emperor should make a
solemn and specific declaratien,abjuring all such pur-
poses. 'They reminded him, that when Louis XIV.
desired to restore-energy to the nation, he acquainted
themwith the efforts he had made to obtian peace, and
the effect answered his wishes. They recommend-
ed the example to Napoleon. It was only necessary
they said, that the nation should be assured, that the
war was to be continued for the sole object of the in-
dependence of the French people and territory, to re-
animate public spirit, and induce all to concur in the
general defence. After other arguments, tending to
enforce the same advice, the report concluded with
recommending that his Majesty should be supplicated
to maintain the active and constant execution of the
laws,which preserve to Frenchmen the rights of liber-
ty, and security both of person and property, and to
‘the nation the free exercise of its political privileges.

Like the mute prince, who recovered his speech
when his father’s life was endangered, the extremity
of the national distress thus gave the power of re-
monstrance .to a public body, which had hithertp
been only the passive agents of the will of a despo-
tic sovereign. Yet comparing the nagure of the re-
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monstrance with the period of extremity at which it
was made, Napoleon must have felt somewhat in the
situation of the patriarch of Uz, the friends of whose
former prosperity came in the moment of his great-
est distresses with reproaches instead of assistance.
The Legislative Body had been at least silent and
acquiescent during the wonderful period of Buona-
parte’s success, and. they now chose that of his ad-
versity to give him unpalatable advice, instesd of
aiding in this: emergency to inspire the nation with
confidence. A philosophical monarch would never-
theless have regarded the quality of the course re-
commended more than the irritating circumstances
of time and manner in which it was given ; and
would have endeavoured, by frank confidence and
concessions, to reconcile himself with the Legislative
Body. * An artful and Machiavelian depost would
have temporised with the deputies, and yielded for the
time, with the purpose of afterwards recovering, at a
fitting period, whatever point he might at present be
obliged to cede. But Napoleon, too impetuous for
either policy or philosophy, gave way to the full
vehemence of a resentment, which, though unres-
sonable and imprudent, was certainly, eonsidering
those to whom it was addressed, by no means un-
natural. He determined instantly to prorogue the
Assémbly, which had indicated such symptoms of
opposition. '~ Their hall was, therefore, shut against

[ 4
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them, and guarded: with soldiers, whilé the deputies,
summoned before the thione of the Emperor, recei-
ved the following singular admonition :— I' have

prohibitad the printing of your address, because it is

seditious. - ‘Eleven parts of you are good citizens, bu¢
the: twelfth consists of rebels, and your commission-
esgare of the number. Lainé corresponds: with the
Prince Regent of. England ; the others are hot-
headed fools, desirous-of aparchy, like the Giron-
dine, whem such opinions led to the scaffld, Is
it when the enemy are om the ffontiers: that- you
demand an alteration of the constitution? Rather
follow the  example of ' Alsace and Franche Compéé;
where the inhabitants ask for leaders and arms to
drive the invaders back. You are nes the represen-
tatives. of the people—you are only the representa-
tives of the individual departments:. . . . * Yet you
seek in your address to draw a distinction betwixt
the sovereign and the people. I—I'am the only real
representstive of the people. 'Which of you could
support such a burden ?>——The throne is merely a
piece of wood covered with velvet. I—I alone hold
the place of the people. If France desires another
species of constitution, which does not suit me, I will
tell her to seek another momarch. It is at me the
_ ‘enemiies. aim, more than at France; but are we,

‘therefore, to sacrifice a part of France* Do I net
snévifice my selftlove, and my feelimgs of superiority,
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toobtain peace ? Think you I speak. proudly ?- If I
do, I am proud because I have courage, and beeause
Framce owes her graudeur to me. Yeswmyour ad-
dress is unworthy of the Legislative Body, and of
me:  Bégone to your homes. I will canse youx ad-
dress to be published in the Moniteur, with such
notes as I shall farish. Even if I had dens wrong,
you ought not to have reproached me with it thes
publicly. People do not.wash their dirty: linen be-
fore the world: Fo conclude, France has. more need
of me than T have of France.”

With this philtipie, which we have but slight-
ly compressed, he spurned the members of the Le-
gislative Bedy frem his presence. It displsys in
a remarkable degree his natural vehemence of tem-
per; his view of the constitution as.a dramas, in
which he filled up every part, and performed at once
the part of the prince and of the people; his com-
seiousness of his own extraerdinary powers, which
he boldly weighed in-the balanée against all France;
and the coarse and mean taste of some of his expres-
slons. The suspension of the Legielative Body, the
only part, we repeat, of the Imperial constivation
which had the least pretence to a popular origin; was
not qualifiedto inerease the confidence of the publie,
who now saw want of unity between- the Emperorand
the popular representatives; added to the-otherthreat-
ening circumstances of the time, and‘beeamse yot mope
. M 't o - B { A

>
.
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distracted in their opimions, amd unwilling to exert
themselves for the common defence.

To give a more favourable impulse to the mind
of the nation, Napoleon had recourse to an expe-
dient, which, in the time of the Republic, had been
attended with universal effect. He sent special com-
missioners, twenty-seven in number, into the diffe-
rent departments, to arouse the dormant energies of
the inhabitants, and induce them to take up arms.

.But the senators and councillors, chosen for this

purpose, were altogether void of the terrible ener-
gies of the Republican proconsuls ; and, though en-
dowed like them with the most arbittary powers, they
had neither the furious zeal, nor the contempt of all
-the prejudices of humanity, which had been display-
.ed by those ferocious demagogues. Their mission,
therefore, produced. but little effect. .The conscrip-
tion, too, failed to be the ready source of levies
which it had so often proved. Thelancet had been
so often used, that the blood no longer followed it
so readily.

The unceasing activity of Napoleon laboured to
supply. these deficiencies. By day he was incessant-
ly engaged in actively reviewing troops, inspecting
stores, and all the preparations for a desperate re-
sistance. By night, the lights were seen to glim-
mer late and long in the windows of his private
apartment, in the upper story of the Tuilleries. He
succeeded in levying twelve fresh regiments, and
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prepared g angmoent his vetontn forhe by yishdaswe
ing Buchet from Catelonih, :end-Making -dvenghts
from Soult’s amiy on dwﬁonmwmhxhtdwcl«
6d to supply by fresh levies, . - .

The Moniteur, and the otlm»ne«qu:h. .lp
fied the sucods of 39 Binperor'd exértions, descibed
afmies in rederve whith had ife existente; srid dilatedt
upsin thd dabi debespoir which was drisingall Frened
to aris, while, in fact, miost of the provinces. vM
with apatliy the events of the war. . . . -

.Qac of the stronfgest syniptoms of hhpah-k
owa conididucness of ‘approkching danger, whe . his
calling out amd sixiiing thie Nationsl Guaidk of Paris;
s foiseo_ta which 'he would net-ba¥e sppaled, ssya
n the;mbe of the last nebessityy bus- to: which ke
now. fel¢ hithself ébliged-so laéve reoomrses - Awate,
Lieweaver, thit to mark atiy-went of eonfidelect in the
amived citisennb at €His mothehtt, would be to- give act
cdiion go the disaffection whi¢h ho ‘dreaded, he-sos
lemnisdd his depadtird td the fromtiex liy vekyoking
amabting . of: the. officdve' of -4he. Nationel Gueed
sti the Tuillefiessi* He: appesed dmoksg) thesiv with
hiaBmprasd ind his infhntohild, imbdel & sone whidk
Yovatnithd e very bisoni hundunced that, heimgahoyt
toplrice himsbifi:at theé hend ofthis armyf, Hoodotbmis:
ted to the faith of the citizens of Paris, the security
of his capital, his wife, and his child. Whatever
wmymw mgm be j’udﬂy* eﬁmvﬁﬁea sgame Na.

' YOL. VIII,
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poleon’s political conduct, none were so ungenerpus/
as to'remember thei at that moment. 'Many of the:
officers shared in the emotion which he testified, and’
some mingled their tears-with those of the alarmed
and sorrowing Empress. - = )

. This scene took place on the 23d of January ; o
the 25th Napoleon left that abode of royalty, to which
he was doomed net to return umtil he had under-
gone strange changes of fortune. " His mind was
agitated with unusual -apprehensions and anticipa-
tions of misfortune ; feeling also, what was ansus-
pected - by mamy, that the real danger of his situa~
tion arose from the probability of the nation’s wish-
ing to recall the Bourbons. He had even, according
to his own account, resolved ‘to arrest ¢ the person
of a man of great influence,”* whom he supposed
most likely to promote: this design. His council-
lors persuaded him to forbear this arbitrary action
ot a moment when his. power was becoming daily
more obnoxious, and reminded him that the sus<
pected person had as much reason.to.fesr thetec
gtoration of the Bourbons as he himself had. The
Emperor yielded the point, but not without, strong:
ly repeating his fears that his advisers and himself
would both have #o ‘repent of it; and not without

. % Talleyrand is intimated ; for Fouché, to whom the description
might otherwise have applied, was not at this time in or near Paris.
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charging Cambaceres to make sure of that indivi-
dual’s person, in case any crisis should take place in
~ the capital.

Thus, full of melancholy presages, he hastened to
the field, where he had but inadequate means to op-
pose to the accumulated force which was now preci-
pitating itself upon France.
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CHAPTER iI.

Declaration of the Views of the Allies in entering. France.~
They enter Switzerland, dnd take possession of Geneva.—
Prince Schwartzenberg crosses the Rhine—Apathy of the
French—Junction of Blucher with the Grand Army.—
Proceedings of the Crown Prince of Sweden.— Tardiness of
the Allies.—Inferiority of Napoleow’s numerical Forces—
Battles of Brienne—and La Rothiere— Difficulties of Buo-
naparte, during which he meditates to resign the Crown.—
He makes a successful Attack on the Silesian Army at
Champeaubert.—Blucher is compelled to retreat— The
Grand Army of the Allies carries Nogent and Montereay—
attacked by Napoleon, and Schwartzenberg sends him a
Letter of Remonstrance—Montereau is taken by Storm.—
Buonaparte’s violence to his Generals.— The Austrians re-
solve on a general Retreat, as far as Nancy and Langres.
— Their motives.— Consequent indignation and excesses of
the Austrian Troops.—Answer of Napoleon to the Letter of
Prince Schwartzenberg.—Prince Wenceslaus sent to Buo-
saparte’'s head-quarters, to treat for an Ammistice.— The
Frenck bombard and enter Troyes on 23d February.—Eze-
cution of Goualt, a Royalist—A Decree of Death is de-
nounced against all wearing the Bourbon emblems, and all
Emigrants who should join the Allies.— Retrospect of Move~
ments upon the Frontiers.

IT was time that Buonaparte should appear in
the field in person, for the eastern frontiers of his
empire, assaulted on every point, were yielding an
almost unresisted entrance to the invading armies.
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The Allied Sovereigns had commenced sheixr opera-
tions upon a system, 83 moderste and prudent in »
political point of view, as it was bold snd decisive
comsidered under & military aspees.
. They had not been too much elated by the sue-
ceases of the late casapeign. These had been houghs
at & bigh price, snd evente had shown, that if Napp~
laow conld be resisted and.defbated, it conld anly he
by outmunbering his yeteran armies, and accumulst-
- img such force against him 83 even his skill and ta~
lonts should find irresistible-. They reeollested, also,
the desperate efforts of which France and Freueh-
men were capable, and were prudently desixous te
express the moderstion, of their puwpose in speh 2
form as should have no chance of being mistaken. -
Their manifestos disclaimed the intention of dic-
tating to France any partionlar form of government.
They only desired that she should remsin within the
limits of her anciens territory, a peaceful membher of
the European commanwealth, allowing to ether states,
s well as clgiming for herself, the full immunities of
frendom, and indapendence. The Allied Soveraigns
desired that there.should be an end put to the sys-
tem whigh decided the fate of kingdoms, not accord-
ing ta the better right, but the longess sword, They
wished a total suppression of all domingtion of the
powerful over the weak ; of 3ll pretext of usurpation
founded on alleged natural boundaries, or, in other
mords, ea the claim of a powerful state to xend from
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a weak one whatever suited its copvenience to possess.
In-a word, they aimed at the restoration of the Ba-~
lance of Power, which had been long the political
object of thewisest statesmen in Burope. It is singu-
lar, that the three nations who were now united to
opposc the aggressions of Buonaparte, had them-
selves been the first to set the example of violent
and unprincipled spoliation in the partition of Po~
land ; and that they had reaped an abundant pu-
nishment.in the measure of retribution dealt to them -
by the instrumentality of the very man, whose law-
less outrages they, in their turn, were now combined
oo chastise,

" With respect to the nature of‘ the changes whichy
might take place in the internal arrangements of
France, in order to bring about the restoration of the
balance of pawer, the allied monarchs professed them-
selves indifferent. If Napoleon should reconcile him-
self to the general pacification they proposed, they
did not pretend any right to state objections to his
remaining in authority. It was the military system:
of usurpation, not the person of Buonaparte, against
which they made war. If, on the other hand, France
eould not return to a state of peace without a change
of her ruler, it wasfor France herself to comsider
what that change should be. 'The Allied Sovereigns
were determined she should no longer work her un+
controlled will upon other states ; but they left her
at full liberty to adopt what government, and what
sovereign she pleased, within her own territories,
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At ¢the same time baving limited the purpbde of
their armament to such a ‘just and moderate objsct,.
the allies resolved to put such activity in their mea~
sures as to satisfy the French that they had the power’
of ‘enforcing ‘their demands; and for that puipose
they determined. to enter the frontier. From Basle.
to Mentz, from Ments to the mouth of the Waal,
the frontier of France and Belginm is defended by
the Rhine, a strong natural boundary in itself, and
-eovered by a triple row of an hundred and forty
fortresses, some of them of the very first class.
Above Basle, . where the Rhine divides France from
Switzerland, the frontier is more secessible. - But then
this upper line could not be acted upon -without vio~
Isting the neutrality which Switserland had asserted,
which Buonaparte had adwmitted as affording protec-
tion for the weakest part of the threatened fromtier,
and which, upon their own principle of respecting
the rights of neutrals, the allies were under a sort
of necessity of acknowledging. Nevertheless, the
extreme facility of entering. France on this.side, led
Austria and Prussia to form the wish to set aside
scruples, and disregard the neutrality of Switxer~
land. , . ;

These two powers remembered how little respect
Napoleon had. shown to neutral rights in the cam-
paign of Ulm, when he marched without hesitation
through the Prussian territories of Anspach and
Bareuth, in order to accomplish the demolition of
the Austrian _army ; nor did they fail to quote his
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forcible imterfarence in the. affiirs of the Caxitons of
Switgerland, at an ‘earlier period of his history. Rms-
sia did ndt for yome $ime anquieses in this reasoning 5:
bot whein sodre planeitle groumds were sHogad of
beeach of nentridity on the part of ‘the Swiss, thie
sdvaples of (Alexander were removed ; and it was rew
solved thdt the Austrian Grand Areny should traverse
the Swiss texritoryfor the pimpase of éntering France.
They halted befdve Genena, and took possessicn o
the toin,oi\ rathet it Wie yuldad ] ﬂgein%yﬁe
Ccitigens; -

-'Khe Caiton, d‘ Bem, ‘also, which m&dm
altebatiéins. duade by Napaleon to ‘thé: prejbdice of
their feudal claims upon thie Paysde Vaiid, recsived
the .Austrians hot as intmders but dafisends.: Boo-
nsparée, in bis maniféstods, insiutdd yehemendy npon
the injustioe-of this-aggression updn the territories
of the Swiss. Lindoubtedly the tramsaction ‘was of
3 guestionable character ; but it was inconsistent in
Napoleoh o sechim against it, since, in the case of
the arist of the Duke d’Emghien, he hall -laid it
down as:national law, that the violatitm of the tayri-
tavy of Baden waaan offence pleadable hy ne'other
than the sovereign of that territory. On his own
dactrine, therefore, it was incompetent-in amy -wther
ngkion to resent, on behalf of the Swiss, that which
the Bwisa did not resens for themsélves. -

Dpon the Klst Dncember, Maresclial Prince
fichwsirtremberg crassed the Rhine with the Anstrian
sy at-four points, and advanced upon Lsugres,
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an had: hoon pretiowsly: agmeed. Moning with the
ewtrome seviess and- pretision which chemteerion
Audtrien. pesnmuyres, paping Alveys she same 30
spgt to.:fartrosses vithouk garviaoms, esd peseim
vibhout guauds, as if they had heendn & posiiire of
defonce, tho Anetriges, initdsd of vaaching Langrme
o 8%h Detamber, did not szsina 4ill the ) fsh Janu-
ary 1814.- A serious intention fhuad hean for some tismn
vpanifssted to'defond the plaod, sndd it was-esun @ar-
risoned hy a detachunent of Badngpiee’s 1214 Suand,
The approach. of the Buwenons Arueivian teinfoes:
ments, bowever, xendesed the girepssstions. for de-
fosge . of she sown énavailing,. snd: Langees was
evecudted by sll the Frpench tniops, deving abont
theoe ‘bundensd mes, who sersendeted (o Gonarnl
Ginley op. the 17¢h.. A divikion -of thie Auetsians
was immestissely sdvaiioed to Rd¥jon.

The apathy -of thie #encli a4 this giovidd, ‘wsy be
eatimated from the fullowitg cirownassnce :«—Dijon,
summaned hy aflying pasy of cavelry, sdtuirned for
abswes, thit 8-town confainisig thirty shousand ine
habitants, conld nat with bgnour stowender to Hf-
teen hussars, but that if a respectable foree appeay-
ed hofore s walls, they Werid Taady te-give up the
keya of their city. . This reasonshle refpuest was
compliek with, and Dijon durtendered am A%bh Ja-

The city of Lyeiw, the ‘second in the atopive,
‘had jssalf mearly falled into-the hands of she Aus-



42 LIFE OF

trians ; but the inhabitants showed a disposition to
defend the town, and being reinforced 'with troope
sent to secure a place of such importance, the Aus-
trian ‘general Bubna retired from under its walls.
It is allowed, that more activity on the part of the
allies might have saved this repulse, which was of
considerable importance. It was the only one which
they had yet sustained.

- While the Grand Army, under’ Schwartzenberg,
was thus advancing into France, the army of Sis
lesia, which was the name given to that command-
ed by the veteran Blucher, consisting, as formerly,
of Prussians and Russians, had made equal pro-
gress, though against greater resistance and more
difficulties. His army advanced in four columns,
or grand. divisions, blockading - the strong frontier
fortresses of Mets, Sarre-Louis, Thionville, Luxem-
bourg, and others, passing the defiles of the Vosges,
and pushing forward to Joinville, Vitry, and Saint
Dizier. The Army of Silesia was thus placed in com-

munication with the Grand Army, the advanced di-
visions of which had penetrated as far into France
as Bar-sur-Aube.

There was yet & third army of the nlhes, called
that of the North of Europe. It was originally
commanded by the Prince Royal of Sweden, and
consisted of Swedes, Russians, and Germans. But
the Crown Prince, whose assistance had been of
such material consequence. during the campaign of
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1613, did not, it appears, take an active share in
thiat.of 1814. There may have been two reasons,
and weighty oues, for this inactivity. 'To assist in.
driving the French out of Germany, seemed a duty
which the Prince of Sweden could not, as such, de~
eline, when the welfate of Sweden demanded it. But
an invasion of his native soil might seem to Berna-
dotte a service unpleasing and unpopular in itself,
and in which he could not be so rightfully engaged,
at least while the freedom of Germany and the north
opened another field of exertions, where his military
efforts could be gttended with no injury to his per-
soual feelings. Denmark was still in arms, and Da-
voust still held out at Hamburg ; and the presence
of the Swedish army and its leader was necessary
to subdue the one, and clear the north from the
other. - It must also be remembered, that Sweden,
a poor kingdom, was not in a condition to sustain &
war at a great distance from its frontier, and arising
out of causes in which it was more remotely concern-
ed.” Her armies could not be recruited with the same
ease as those of the greater powers ; and Bernadotte,
therefore, rather chose to incur the censure of be-
ing supposed cold in the cause of his confederates,
than the risk of losing the only body of troops which
Bweden had been able to fit out, and upon preser-
ving which his throne probably depended ‘Fhe Al.
lied Soyereigns, however, directed, that while the
Crown Prince remained in the north, a part of the
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Russian and Prussias norps, who ware placed under
his camomand, sheuld hic ondevod to march towandia
Fxance, for the purpose of eugmenting the foree
which thiey alresdy possossed in Hallsnd and Rel-
gum. ke Coown Prince haviag, by & shiors’ wer
with Debmark, compelled xhat power to yheld up
her sacient pesseasion af Nerway, deft Bennigeen to
continue the siege of Hamburg, sad advanged im
pexaon te Cologne, & m&tiuthewmﬁqu
tion «of Belgiam,

Lhe Frimch sroops; whith had been drawn tege-
ther; hid heen defeatad a5 Mérxam by Genaysl Bulow
and Sir Thomes Grebam 5 and although the Franch
flag masstil flying at- Antmep and Rengon-op-Zoone,
Hiollasd snight he nonsidéred as libarsteid  Getiers)
‘Wimzeogenedo, at the head of the Ruisisn troape,
awd the Samons, swder Thiekman, being the eorpe
detached, as sbore-amentianed, feom, she army of the
Noithof Germany, scom xeached the Lew Coun~
tries; maul -externd dnto cowmmunication with Bulew.
Gemeral :Sir Thamae Graham, with she Eaglish and
Ssxohs, andl'with such JPwieh.sud Flemish trogps as
couild be caltooted, was Jeft:to blockede Bergen-ap-
Zoem 2l Antwerp, xhilsé Bulow and Winsenge-
risle ‘wene at hibettyitoienter France on fhe narthern
foomgier :© And thus, in . the  hour-of need, (which
soon:afierwards smyved,) they weretn ach 35 a reserve
toithe sy -of SHosia umder: \Bh\eher 'l‘hssy push-
od .on ax far a5 [Laen.
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“Phese’advances, which chied the dwmics of the
allics 40 far.ifto the héedsof Eneves, and stcionmd-
. ed with blocksdes tha: fronsier fertrianes of thes king-
dom, were not mads without an honousshle thiovigh in-
effocthal oppotition oi such pdikts wheve the French
inilitiéy could mske smy stand against:ithe prepoide-
rating numbers of the invaders. The people.sk the
Country in general neither welcbmed nox opfiensd the
wilies. In temme plabes:shey wernreoeivdd wiith accle-
ftions—in a few otherd st oppositiori.was thndde-
¢do—they. eficovntdrod seaperate resishasionnonbere.
The. alligs did -alk that -diseipline: osdhd. bl maivksin
*afi€s-ordér dinehg-their roofk ; ut whert thess wete
so-many:freo corph,~- Hullend; Croafs, aud Cléssacks,
“~whode -only pey - is whet :thiy can plussddv, dece-
gioral ' teangvessions -necsisnsly. tdoli) place. Tle
edyvices of tlidse irvagniier trdops mese;hbweved, in-
disponssble; . Flie Conthe, fai pactiokiar, might he
termeid thie eyiet ofslie ammys . Asiivistoreed to jantin
smell paiitice’ wiven ticéansany;  thel threadiil woeds,
SNasi 1 zivers, . and . ofton; presentest thesiielves i mn-
Solin, ariny bei whbiich they delosged; this snpressing
Shi direnclr: wigh o fded rofrthe nusibers lendbaétivily -
ok sheAlics:fandbyoud abeitraghi :oThesh Asmheof
e Newtlhy 9s Ncpdebﬁotwuhi Mf)almtﬂ-
Aunced theit: parey as shehadrismeed gnevd offa eom-
admbksfm &rm&w MW

aexly it 0 et odelciv el Lo
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quarters to be prepared ; and thus awed the.inhabi-
‘tants into acquiescence in their demands. They are
‘not reported to have been cruel, unless when pro- .
-voked, but were not in general able to resist tempta
tions to plunder.. The excursions of these and other
-light troope were of coure distressing to the French
“territory. ~
On the other lumd in two or thrée cases, umed
citizens in the towns, summoned by small parties of
-the allies, fired upon flags of truce, and thus justified
-severe reprisals. It was said to be by Buonaparte’s
‘strict orders: that such actions were committed, the
purpose being, if possible, to excite deadly hatred be-
.twixt the French andtheallies. -Indeed, in thereverse
-of the circumstances, inwhich each had formerly stood,
.Napoleon and the Austrian generals seemed to have
-exchanged system and sentiments. . He now, as the
‘Archduke Charles did in 1809, called out every pea-
sseht'to arms ; while Schwartsenberg, like Napoleeri at
.that earlier.period, denaunced thrests of military exe-
- cution, without mercy or yuarter, #o every.rustic why
.must proclaim, in the one case as n the other,” thm
‘the duty of resistance in the defince ef: ouy native
"country, does not depend on the character of s man’s
-weapons, or thei colour of. his coat ; and that ‘the
-armed citizen is. emtitled, equully with the regular
‘soldier, to the benefit of the laws of war, so long as
he does not himself violate them. But from these
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various causes, it was plain that the present apathy
of the French people was ouly temporary, and that
some.sudden and unforseen cause was not umlikely
to rouse 8o sensitive and high-spirited a people into
a state of gemeral resistance, by which the allies
could not fail to be great sufferers. Rapidity in their
movements was the mest obvious remedy agaimst
such a danger; but this was the military quality
least proper to coalitions, where many people must
be consulted ; and, besides, waz inconsistent with the
well-known habits.of the Germans, but especially of
the Austrians.

" It seems also, that the allies, having. safely form-
ed an almost complete military line from .Langres
to Chalons, found themselves at. some.loss how
to use their advantages. Nothing could be.better
situated than their present position, for such a da-
ring entexprise.as was now termed.a Hourva upon
Puris ;, and as all the high roads,- departing . from
various points ef the extemsive line.which they.hald,
~_wonvergedien the capital as & commdn centre; while
thie sewns and . villages,.shreugh ‘which -these - roads
‘passed, affpded.. an.. amplo. supply of peevisics,
this march might have been accomplialied : almet
-without; gpposition, but.fox the . tardy mavements of
the Grand Army, The real weaknesd ofuNapaleon
Jed cbeen . disguised( by .the . noisy . and exaggeated
" rumnqurs. cpnoerning his prepaxatitns ;: and now whien
the allies learned that such hn opportunity had exist-

2 :
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the Grand Army should halt a short space at Lan-
gres, in hopes either that Napoleon, renewing the
negotiation, the scene of which was now to be trams-
ferred to Chatillon, upon the Seine, would avert
‘his present danger, by acquiescing in the terms of
the allies; or that the French nation, an event still
less likely to happen, would become tired of the mi-
litary monarch, whose ambition had brought such
distress upon the country. In the meanwhile, the
alltes declined the offers of such Royalists as came
. forward in the name, and for the interest of the ex-
iled family, uniformly replying, that they would give
no weight to any expression of the sentiments of the
French people, unless it was made in some quarter
of the kingdom where it could not be supposed to be
influenced by the presence of the allied army. They
trusted chiefly at that moment to the effect of nego-
tiation with the present possessor of the throne.
But Napoleon, as firmly determined in his purpose
as the allies were doubtful, knowing himself to be the
soul of his army, and absolute lord of his own ac-
tions, felt all the advantage which a bold, active, and
able swordsman has in encountering an opponent,
whose skill is less distinguished, and whose determi-
nation is more flexible than hisown. The allies had
presented in the Grand Army a front of 97,000 men,
Mareschal Blucher one of 40,000, affording a dispo-

sable force of 137,000. 'To oppose this the French
VOL. VIIL » _
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Emperor had only, of old troops, independent of shose
under Suchet in Catalonia, under Soult near Bay-
onne, and also of garﬁmns, about 50,080 men ; nor
tould he hope to add to them more than 70,600

" conseripts. Nay, in fact his levies, so far as they
could be brought into the field, fell greatly short
of this number ; for the allies were in possession of
a considerable part of the kingdom of France, and,
in this momemt of general confusion, it was im-
possible to enforce the law of conscription, which was
at all times obnoxious. It was soon proved, that he
whe so lately had led half.a-million of men to the
Vistula, and 300,000 to the banks of the Elbe,
could not now muster, for the protection of the es-
pital of his own empire, a dispesable force of more
than 70,000 men.

The defensive war had no deubt considerable ad-
vantages to one who knew so well how to use them.
'The highways, by which the allies must advance,
formed a half or quarter circle of rays, converging,
as already méntioned, on Paris as a centre. A. much
smaller army might, therefore, oppose a large one,
because, lying between Paris and the enemy, they
must otctipy the same roads by a much shorter line
of communication than the invadets who were far-
ther from the cetitre, where the roads diverged to a
greater distance from esch other. With this advan-
tage of collocation to balance # great inferiority in
numerical force, Buonaparte advanced to play for the
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most momentous stake ever disputed, with a degree
of military skill which has never been matched. -

Arrived at Chalons on the 26th January, Buona-
parte took the command of such an army as he had
been able to assemble, by the concentration of the
troops under the Mareschals Victor, Marmont, Mac-
donald, and Ney, all of whom had retreated from
the frontier. So much were the French corps d’ar-
mée reduced, that these great and distinguished
generals, who, in former times, would have com-
manded 60,000 or 70,000 men each, had under
them all, when coneentrated, but a total of 52,000,
to which Napoleon was only able to add about
20,000 brought from Paris. But.no one ever un-
derstood better than Buonaparte, the great military
doctrine, that victory does not depend on the com-
parative result of numerical superiority in general,
but on the art of obtaining such a superiority on the
field of action itself. i

Blucher was, as usual, the foremost in advance,
and Napoleon resolved to bestow on this active and
inveterate enemy, the terrible honour of his first at-
tack, hoping to surprise the Silesian corps d’armée bes
foté it could receive succour from the army of Sehwart-
genberg. The Mareschal was apprised of the Empe-
ror’s purpose, and lost no time in concentrating his
" forces at Brienne, on the Aube, fourteen miles be-
low Bar. This is a small village, seated on the
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ascent of a hill. The place has but two streets, one
of which ascends to the Chateau, occupied former-
ly as a Royal Academy for young persons designed

. for the army ; the other conducts to Arcis-sur-I’Aube.

The Chateau is partly surrounded by a park or chase.

* It was at the military school of Brienne that Napoleon

acquired the rudiments of that skill in the military
art with which he had almost prostrated the world,and
had ended by placing it in array against him; and
it was here he came to commence what seemed his last
series of efforts for victory ;—like some animals of
the chase, who, when hard pressed by the hunters,
are said to direct their final attempts at escape upon
the point from which they have first started.

The alert movements of Napoleon surpassed the
anticipation of Blucher. He was at table with his
staff in the Chateau. General Alsufieff, 4 Russian,
occupied the town of Brienne, and General Sacken’s -
corps was drawn up in columns, on the road from Bri-
enne to La Rothiere. At once a horrible tumult was
heard. The Russian cavalry, two thousand in num-
ber, were completely driven in by those of Napoleon,
and at the same moment Ney attacked the town;
while a body of French grenadiers, who, favoured by
the wooded and broken character of the ground, had
been enabled to get into the park, threatened to make
prisoners all who were in the Chateau.. Blucher, with
his officers, had barely time to reach a postern,
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where they were under the necessity of leading their
horses down a stair, and in that way made their
escape with difficulty. The bold resistance of Al-
sufieff defended the town against Ney, and Sacken
advanced to Alsufieff’s assistance. The Cossacks
also fell on the rear of the French in the park, and
Buonaparte’s own safety was compromised in the me-
lée. Men were killed by his side, and he was obliged
to draw his sword in his own defence. At the very
moment of attack, his.attention was engaged by the
sight of a tree, which he recollected to be the
same under which, during the hours of recreation
at Brienne, he used, when a school-boy, to peruse
the Jerusalem Delivered of Tasso. If the curtain
of fate had risen before the obscure youth, and dis.
covered to him in the same spot, his own image as
Emperor of France, contending against the Scy-
thians of the desert for life and power, how wonder-
ful would have seemed the presage, when the mere
concurrence of circumstances strikes the mind of
those who look back upon it with awful veneration
for the hidden ways of providence! Lefebvre Des-
nouettes fell, dangerously wounded, in charging at
the head of the guards. The town caught fire,
and was burned to the grouud ; but it was not until
eleven at night that the Silesian army ceased to
make efforts for recovering the place, and that Blu-
cher, retreating from Brienne, took up a position in
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the rear of that town, and upon that of La Ro-
. 'The result of the battle of Brienne was indecisive,

and the more unsatisfactory to Buonaparte, as the

part of Blucher’s force éngaged did not amount to
20,000 men, and the sole advantage gained over
them, was that of keeping the field of battle. Napo-
leon’s principal object, which was to divide Blucher
from the Grand Army, had altogether failed. It was
necessary, however, tp proclaim the engagement as
a victory, and much pains was taken to represent it
as such. But when it was afterwards discovered to
be merely a smart skirmish, without any material re-
sults, the temporary deception only served to injure
the cause of Napoleon.

On the first of February, Blucher, strongly rein-
forced from the Grand Army, prepared in his turn
to assume the offensive. It would have been Na-
poleon’s wish to have avoided an engagement ; buta
retreat across the Aube, by the bridge of L’Esmont,
which was the only mode of passing that deep and
scarce fordable river, would have exposed his rear to
destruction. He therefore risked a general action.
Blucher attacked the line of the French on three

points, assaulting at once the villages of La Ro- .

thiere, Dienville, and Chaumont. The conflict,
in which the Prince Royal of Wirtemberg distin-
guished himself, was hard fought during the whole
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day, but in the evening the French were repulsed
on all points, and Buonaparte was compelled to
retreat across the Aube, after losing 4000 prisoners,
and no less than seventy-three guns. Ney, by the
Emperor’s orders, destroyed the bridge at I’Es-
mont. The allies were not aware of the amount of
their advantage, and suffered the French to retire
unmolested.

- A general council of war, held at the castle of
Brienne, now resolved that the two armies (although
having so lately found the advantage of mutual sup-
. port) should separate from each other, and that Blu-
cher, detaching himself to the northward, and uni-
ting under his command the division of Yorck and
Kleist, both of whom had occupied St. Dizier and
Vitry, should approach Paris by the Marne ; while
Prince Schwartzenberg and the Grand Army should
descend on the capital by the course of the Seine.
The difficulty of finding provisions for such immense
armies was doubtless in part the cause of this reso-
lution. But it was likewise recommended by the
success of a similar plan of operations at Dresden,
and afterwards at Leipsic, where the enemies of Buo
naparte approached him from so many different quar-
ters as to render it impossible for him to make head
against one army without giving great opportumty
of advantage to the others.

Buonaparte reached Troyes, on which he retreat-
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ed after crossing the Aube, in a disastrous condi-
tion ; but his junction with his Old Guard, whose
appearance and high state of appointments restored
courage to the dejected troops who had been beaten
at La Rothiere, gave a new impulse to the feelings
of his army, and restored the young levies to con-
fidence. He resolved, taking advantage of the divi-
sionof the two armiesof the allies, to march upon that
of Blucher. But, in order to disguise his purpose, he
first sent a small division upon Bar-la-Seine, to alarm
the Austrians with an attack upon their right wing.
Schwartzenberg immediately apprehended that Buo-
" naparte was about to move with his whole force in
that direction; a movement which, in fact would have
been most favourable for the allies, since it would
have left the road to Paris undefended, and open to
the whole. But, terrified by the idea that his left
flank might be turned or forced, the Austrian general
moved his chief strength in that direction ; thus at’
once suspending his meditated march on the Seine,
and increasing the distance betwixt the Grand Army
and that of Silesia. Buonaparte having deceived
Schwartzenberg by this successful feint, evacuated
Troyes, leaving the Mareschals Victor and Oudinot
to oppose the Austrians with very inadequate means,
while he directed his own march against Blucher.
Blucher, in the meanwhile, having left Napoleon
in front of the Grand Army, and not doubting that
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the Austrians would find him sufficient employ-
ment, hurried forward to the Marne, forced Macdo-
nald to retreat from Chateau Thierry, and advanced
his head quarters to Vertus ; while Sacken, who form-
ed his vanguard, pushed his light troops as far as
Ferté la Jouarre, and was nearer to Paris than was
the Emperor himself. General d’Yorck had advan-
ced as far as Meaux, and Paris was in the last de-
gree of alarm.

Even Buonaparte himself was so much struck by
the inextricable situation of his affairs after the de-
feat of La Rothiere, that a thought occurred to him,
which posterity, excepting on his own avowal, would
hardly give credit to. The plan which suggested
itself, was that of sacrificing his own authority to the
peace of France, and of abdicating the crown in
favour of the Bourbons, while he had yet the means
of resistance in his possession. He felt he had reign-
ed and combated long enough for his own glory,
and justly thought that the measure of his renown
would be filled up by such an act of generous self-
denial. But a maxim occurred to him, (suggested,
he says, by Mr. Fox,) that restored monarchs could
never forgive those who had occupied their place.
Probably his thoughts turned also to the murder of
the Duke d’Enghien ; for there was no other point of
personal offence betwixt Buonaparte and the exiled
family, which their restoration, if the event took place
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by his intervention, might not have fully atened for.
If our conjecture be real, it serves to show how such
a crime operates in its consequences to obstruct its
perpetrator in future attempts to recover the path of
virtue and honour. Had Napoleon been really. cap-
able of the generous act of self-demial which he medi-
tated, he must have been ranked, in despite of the
doubtful points of his character, as one of the great-
est men who ever lived.

But the spirit of egotism and suspicion prevalled,
and the hopes of accomplishing the discomfiture and
.. defeat of the Silesian army, appeared preferable to
p rmentmg, by ome act of dmnterested devotion, the
. \eternal gratitude of Europe ; and the philosopher and
friend of humanity relapsed into the warrior and
oconqueror. . There is, no deubt, something ‘merito-
rious in the conceiving of great and noble resolu-
tions, even although they remain unrealized. But this
patriotism of the imagination does not rise to a higher
scale of merit, than the sensibility of those who can-
not hear a tale of sorrow without weeping, but whose
sympathy never assumes the expensive form of ac-
tual charity.

The army of Napoleon was now to be transferred
from the high road leading from Paris to Troyes,
to that leading from Chalons to Paris, on which
RBlucher was operating, and that by Sank marches
through an impracticable country; but which, if



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 59

they could be accomplished, weuld emable the French
Emperor to attack the Silesian army at unawares
in flank and rear. 'I'be lateral cross-roads, which
connect one highway with anether throngh Frence,
are generally scavce passsble in winser, even for the
purpose of -onlinary rommunication, much less for
an amy with its esrriages sand artillery, Buona-
parte had to traverse a. couniry insersected with
thickets, marshes, draivs, ditches, and impediments
of every kind ; the weather was execrable, and but
for the extraordinary exertions of the Mayor of Bar-
honne, who collected five hundred horses to extri-
cate the guns, they must have been abandoned on
the road. But by dint of pexseverance, Buonaparte
accomplished this forced march, on 10th of Febru.
ary, and the flank of the Silesian army was in conse-
quence placed at his mercy. They were moving on
without the least suspicion of such an astack.
Sacken led the advance, the Bussian General Alsu-
fieff followed, and Blucher himself brought up the
rear with the main body. All intent upon the ad-
vance .to Paris, they were marching with careless
haste, and had suffered such large intervals to take
place betwixt their divisions, as to expose them to
be attacked in.detail.

Buonaparte fell upon the central division of Al-
sufieff, at Champeaubert, surrounded, defeated, and
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totally dispersed them, taking their artillery, and
2000 prisoners, while the remainder of the division
fled into the woods, and attempted to escape indivi-
dually. The whole force of the Emperor was now
interposed between the advanced-guard under Sack-
en, and the main body uunder Blucher. It was
first directed towards the former, whom Napoleon
encountered sooner than he expected, for Sacken,
on hearing of the action at Champeaubert, instant-
ly countermarched his division to assist Alsufieff,
or at least to rejoin Blucher; but he was over-
whelmed by the superior. force of the French, and
having lost one-fourth of his division, about 5000
men, was forced to leave the high-road, upon which
Blucher was advancing, and retreat by that on Cha-
teau Thierry. At this village Sacken was joined by
General Yorck and Prince William of Prussia ; but,
still unable to make a stand, they could only secure
a retreat by destroying the bridge over the Marne.
War began now to show itself in its most hideous
forms. The stragglers and fugitives who could not
cross the bridge before its destruction, were murder-
ed by the peasantry, while the allied soldiers, in re-
venge, plundered the village of Chateau Thierry,
and practised every excess of violence. The defeat
of Sacken took place on the 12th of February.
Blucher, in the meanwhile, ignorant of the extent
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of the force by which his vanguard had been attack-
od, pressed forward to their support, and, in a wide
and uninclosed country, suddenly found himself in
the front of the whole army of Napoleon, flushed
with the double victory which they-had already gain-
ed, and 50 numerous as to make a retreat indispen-
sable on the part of the Prussians. Blucher, if surpri-
sed, remained undismayed. Having only three regi-
ments of calvary, he had to trust for safety to the
steadiness of his infantry. He formed them into
squares, protected by artillery, and thus commenced
his retreat by alternate divisions; those battalions
.Which were in motion to the rear, being protected
by the fire of the others then standing fast, and co-
vering them with theirs while they retired in turn.
The French cavalry, though so strong as to operate
at once on the flanks and rear, failed in being able
to break a single square. After the Prussians had
retired several leagues in this manner, fighting every
foot of their way, they were nearly intercepted by a
huge column of French horse, which, having made a
circuit so as to pass them, had drawn up on the cause-
way to intercept their retreat. Without a moment’s
hesitation, Blucher instantly attacked them with such
a murderous fire of infantry and artillery, as forced
them from the high-road, and left the passage free.
‘The Prussians found the village of Etoges, through
which they were obliged to pass, also occupied by the
- 2
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enemy ; but here aloo they cleared their way by dmt -
of fighting. 'This expedition of the Marne, as it is
cnlled, is always accounted one of Napoleon’s mili-
tary chef-d’cewvres ; for a flank march, undertaken
through such s diffieult country, and so completely
successful, is not perhaps recorded in history. On
the other hand, if Blucher lost any credit by the too
great security of his march, he regained it by the
masterly mavner in which he executed his retreat.
Had the army which he eomimanded in person sha-
red the fate of his vanguard, it is probable there
would have been no campaign of Paris.

The Parisians, in the meantime, saw at length
actual proofs that Napoleon had been victorious.
Long columns of prisoners moved through their
streets, banners were displayed, the cannon thunder-
ed, the press replied, and the pulpit joined, in ex~
tolling and magnifying the dangers which the citizens
had eseaped, and the morits of their preserver.

In the midst of the joy matural on such an occa-
sion, the Parisians suddenly learned that the town of
Fomainebleau was occupied by Hungarian hussars,
and that not Cosgacks only, but Tartars, Baskirs, and
Kalmouks, tribes of a wild and savage aspect, a kind
of Asiatic Ogres, to whom popular credulity imiputed
& taste for the flesh of children, had sppeared in the
heighbourhood of Nangis. These renewed signs of
approaching danger, arose from the Grand Army of
the allies having carried, at the point of the bayonet,
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Nogent and Montereau, and advanced the head-
quarters of the monarchs to Pont-sur-Seine. 'This
alarm to Paris was accompanied by another. Schwart.
zenberg, learning the disasters on the Marne, not
"only pushed forward from three directions on the
capital, but dispatched forces from his right towards
Provins, to threaten Napoleon’s rear and communica-
tions. Leaving the pursuit of Blucher, the Emperor
counter-marched on Meaux, and, merching from
thence to Guignes, he joined the srmy of Oudinot
snd Victor, who were retreating before Schwartsen-
berg. He here found the reinforcements which he
had drawn from Spain, about 20,000 in number,
tried and excellent troops. With this army he now
fronted that of Schwartzenberg, and upon the 17th
February, commenced the offemsive at all points,
and with success, possessing himself of Nangis, and
nearly destroying the corps under Count Pahlen at
Mormant. The Prince Royal of Wirtemberg was
forced to retreat to Montereaun.

So alarmed were the allies at the near approach of
their terrible enemy, that a message was sent to Na-
poleon from the allied sovereigns, by Prinee S8chwart-
genberg’s aide-de-camp, Count Par, stating their sur-
prige at his offensive ntovement, since they had given
orders to their plenipotentiaries at Chatillon to sign
the preliminaries of peace, on the terms which had
been assented to by the French envoy, Caulaincours.
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This letter, of which we shall hereafier give amore
full explanation, remained for some days unanswer-
ed, during which Napoleon endeavoured to push his
advantages. He recovered the bridge at Montereau,
after a desperate attack, in which the Crown Prince
of Wirtemberg signalised himself by the valour of his
defence. In the course of the action, Napoleon return-
ed to his old profession of an artilleryman, and point-
ed several guns himself, to the great delight of the
soldiers. They trembled, however, when the fire at-
tracted the attention of the enemy, whose balls be-
gan to be aimed at the French battery. ¢ Go, my
children,” said Buonaparte, ridiculing their appre-
hensions ; ¢ the ball is not cast that is to kill me.”

Having taken the place by storm, Buonaparte, dis-
satisfied with the number of men he had lost, loaded
with reproaches some of his best officers. Montbrun
was censured for want of energy, and Digeon for the
scarcity of ammunition with which the artillery was
served ; but it was chiefly on Victor, the Duke of
Belluno, that his resentment discharged itself. He
imputed to him negligence, in not having attacked
Montereau on the day before the action, when it was
unprovided for resistance; and he ordered him to
retire from the servicc. The Marischal endeavour-
ed to obtain a hearing in his own defence, but for
some time could not succeed in checking the stream
of reproaches. At length they were softened into a
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charge of broken' health, and the love of repose, in-
cident to wounds and infirmities.  Fhe Best bed,?
said the' Emperor, ¢ which the quarters afford, must
now be soughs cat for the once intefatigablé Victor.”
‘Fhe Mareschal felt the charge more sevetely in pro-
portien-as it became moderated withitt' what'was pro-
" bably the bounds of truth; but he would' not con-
sent to quit the setvice.

« 1 have not,” he said, ‘“forgot iy’ otigindl tewde:
I will:take a musket. Victor will become a' private’
in- the Guard.”—Buonaparte could not resist tHis
mark of attachment. He held out' his haritl.—*Let'
us be friends ;» he replied, * I cannot restorc tb'you
your corps d’armée, which I Have given'to Gitard';'
but ¥ will plage you at the head of two divisions’ of
the Goardi: Go—assume your cottimand, did let’
there be no more of this matter betwixt us.”’

It was upon sueh occasions, whieh he stbdued’ His
excited: feeliiigs to a:state of kindneds and'genetosity,
that Buonaparte’s ‘personal conduct seems to have
been most amidgble. :

The allies, ih the- meantime; remaxmeﬁﬂg',‘ per-
haps, though somewhut:of the Kitest, the old fbfe
" of the buhel of artowh, résolved  otite mivre tb entet’
into cottimiunication- with- the" Silexiatl avthy, ;-
coticetrating: vies¥ Troyes; to' avcept’ of BHitl) if
Buoniaparte shouldioffer it. THe indefitigable BlieHer
had alreiidly rectititedihis troops; and, bettg réinfor:-

VOL. VIII. E
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ced by a division- of* the army" of the North, under
Langeron, moved southward from Chalens, to which
he had retreated after his disaster at Montmirail, to
Mery, a town situated upon the Seine, to the north-
east.of Troyes, to which last place the allied mo-
narchs had again removed their head-quarters. Here
he was attacked with fury by the troops of Buona-
parte, who made a desperate attempt to'carry the
bridge and town, and thus prevent the proposed com-
munication between the -Silesian’army and that of
Schwartzenberg. - The bridge, which was of wood,
was set fire to in the struggle. 'The sharp-shooters
fought amid its blazing and cracking beams. The
Prussians, however, kept possession of Mery.

A council of war was now held by the allies.
Blucher urged the fulfilment of their original purpose
of hazarding -an ~action -with Napoleon.: But the
Austrians -had again altered their ‘mind, and -deter-
mined on a general retreat as-far-as the line between
Nancy and Langres ; - the very position on-which the
allies had paused when they first entered France.
The principal cause alleged for this retrograde move-
ment, by which they must cede half the ground they -
had gained since their entering France, was, that Au-
gereau, who had hitherto contented himself with his
successful defence of Lyons, had been recruited -by
considerable bodies of troops from the army of Suchet,
which had been employed in Catalonia.- Thus rein~
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forced, the French Mareschal was now about to as-
sume the offensive against the Austrian forces at
Dijon, act upon their communications with Switser<
land, and raise in a mass the warlike peasantry of
the departments of the Doubs, the Saonne, and the
mountains of the Vosges. To prevent such con-
sequences, Schwartzenberg sent General Bianchi
to the rear with a large division of his forces, to
support -the Austrians at Dijon; and conceived
his army too much weakened by this detachment:
. to retain his purpose of risking a general action.
It. was therefore resolved, that-if the head-quar-
ters-of the Grand Army were removed to Langres,
those of Blucher should be once more estublished on
the Marne, where, strengthened by the -arrival of
the northern army, which was now approaching from
Flanders, he might resume his demonstration upon
Paris, in case Buonaparte should engage himself im-
the pursuit of the Grand Army of the allies. '

- This retrograde movement gave much disgust-to
the Austrian soldiers, who considered it as the pre-
face to a final abandonment of the invasien. Their
resentment showed itself, not only in murmurs and
in- tearing  out - the green boughs with which, as in
sign of victory, they usually ornament their helmets
and schakos, but also, as is too frequently the case
in similar instances, in neglect of discipline, and ex-
eesses committed in the-country.
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To diminish. the bad effects arising from. this dis-
content among the troops, Schwartzenberg publish-.
ed an order of the day, commanding the officers to
enforce the strictest discipline, and at the same time
explain to the army that the present retreat was only
temporary, and that on joining with its reserves, which
bad already crossed the Rhine, the Grand Army
would instantly resume the offensive, while Field-
Marescha] Blucher, at present moving nerthward,
so as to form a junction with Winzengerode and Bu-
low, should at the same time attack the rear and
flank. of the enemy. The publishing this plan of
tha campaign,, went.far. to.rause the dejecmd confi~
dence of the Augtrian army:

On- the evening of the 22d February,, an answer t.o
the letter of Schwartzenbexg,was received, but it was
addressed exclusively to the. Emperor of Austria ;
and while its expressions. of respect are bastowed libes
rally on that power, the manner in which the other
members of the coalition are treated, shows unabated
enmity, ill-concealed under an affectation of.con-
tempt. The Emperor of France expressed. himself
willing. to treat upon. the basis of the Frankfort de--
dlaragion, bus exclaimed against the terms which his
own envoy, Gaulaingouyt, hed propesed to. the pleni-
potentigries of the other pawers. In short, tha whole.
loster, indicated, not. that Napoleon desixed a general
peace with the allies, bat thas it was his anxious wish
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to break up the coalition, by making a separate peace
with Austria. This co mteracted in spirit and let-
ter the purpose of the confederates, distinctly ex-
pressed in their communication to Napoleon.

* The Emperor Francis and his ministers were re-
solved mot to listen to any proposals which went
to separate the Austrian cause from that of their
‘alties. It was therefore at first resolved that no an-
swer should be sent to the letter; but the desire of
geining time for bringing up the reserves of the
Grand Army, who were approaching the Swiss fron-
tier under the direction of the Prince of Hesse-Hom-
berg, as also for the union of the army of the north,
under Bulow and Winzengerode, with that of Sile-
. sia, determined them to accept the offer of a sus-
pension of hostilities. Under these considerations,
Prince Wenceslaus of Lichtenstein was sent to the
head-quarters of Napoleon, to treat concerning an
armistice. The Emperor seemed to be in a state of
high hope, and called upon the Austrians not to sa-
crifice themselves to the selfish views of Russia, and
the miserable policyof England. He appointed Count
Flahault his commissioner to negotiate for a line of
demarcation, and directed him to meet with the en-
voy from the allies at Lusigny, on 24th February.

On the night of the 23d, the French bombarded
Troyes, which the allied troops evacuated according
to their latest plan of the campaign. The French en-
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tered the town on the 24th, when the sick and wound-
ed, left behind by the allies, were dragged out to grace
Napoleon’s triumph ; and a scene, not less deplorable,
but of another description, was performed at the same
time. -

Amid the high hopes which the entrance of the
allies into France had suggested to the enemies
of Buonaparte’s government, five persons, the chief
of whom were the Marquis de Widranges, and the
Chevalier de Gouault, had displayed the white cock-
ade, and other emblems of loyalty to the exiled fa-
mily. They had received little encouragement to
take so decided a step either from the Crown Prince
of Wirtemberg, or from the Emperor Alexander ;
both of whom, although approving the principles
on which' these gentlemen acted, refused to sanc-
tion the step they had taken, or to warrant them
against the consequences. It does not appear that
their declaration had excited. any corresponding en-
thusiasm in the people of Troyes or the neighbour-
hood ; and it would have been wiser in Napoleon
to have overlooked such a trifling movemens, which
he might have represented as arising from the
dotage of layalty, rather than to have, at this criti-
cal period, called the public attention to the Bour-
bons, by denouncing and executing vengeance upon
their partizans. Nevertheless Napoleon had scarce
entered Troyes, when the Chevalier Gousult (the
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other Royalists having fortunately escaped,) .was
seized upon, tried by a.military commission, con-
demned, and immediately shot. ' He died with the
" utmost firmness, exclaiming, * Vive le Roi!” A
violent and ill-timed decree promulgated the penal-
ty of death against all who should wear the decora-
tions of the Bourbons, and on all emigrants who
should join the allies. 'The severity of the measure,
so contrary to Napoleon’s general conduct, of late
years, towards the Bourbons and their followers,
whom he had for a long period scarce even alluded
to, made the world ascribe his unusual ferocity to aw
uncommon state of apprehension; and thus it gave
farther encouragement to those into whom it was in-
tended to strike terror.

At this period of the retreat of Schwurmnberg
from Troyes, and the movement of Blucher towards
the Marne, we must leave the armies which were
contending in the interior of France, in order to re-
trace those movements upon the frontiers, which,
though operating at a distance, tended at once to re-
inforce the invading armies, and to cripple Nq)o-
leon’s means of defence.

It is difficult for the inhabitants of a peacefnl.
territory to picture to themselves the miseries sus-

* It has been said that Napoleon had.b been persuaded to save
his life. . But the result was similar to ‘the exetution of Clarencé.
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tained by the country which formed the theatre of
this sgnguinany contest. While Buonaparte, like a
tiger, hemmed in by hounds amd hanters, now me-
naced ome of his foes, now sprung furiously upon
another, .and while, - although his rapid movements
disconcented and dismayed them, he still remained
vaable to destroy the individuels whom he had ae-
sailed, lest, while siming to do e, he should af-
ford a fatal advantage &9 those who were disenga-
ged,~the scene of this deswltory warfare was laid
waste in the most merciless manner. "The soldiers
on both parts, driven to desperationi by rapid

hes thoough roads. blecked: with snow, or trod-
den into. swamps,.. became - reckless and pitiless ;
and, straggling from their columus in all directions,
commitied every speties of excess upen the inhabi-
tants. These evils..are mentiomed in the bulletins
of Napoleon, as well .as in the general sorders of
Schwartaenberg. : :

The peasants, with then' wives and duldten,
fled to,caves, gusrries, and woods, wheve the igtter
were staryed to death by the inclemenicy of the sea-
son, and want of sustenance ; and the former, ¢ol-
lecting into small bodies, increased the terrors of war
by pillaging the cenvoys of both armies, attacking
small parties of all nations, and cutting off the sick,
. the wounded, and the stragglers. 'T'he repeated ad-
vance gnd retreat of the different contending parties,
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exasperated these evils. Every fresh band of plun-
devers which svived, was savagely cager after epoid,
in proportion as the gleanings became soarce. In the
words of Scriptupe, what the locust le was devour-
ed by ¢he palmer-worm-——what eseaped the Baskirs,
and Kirgas, and Croats, of ¢the Wolga, and Cae-
pisn and Turkich frontier, was seized by the haiC-
clad and half-starved couscripts of Nepaleom, whom
wont, hardsliip, and an embittered spirit, vender-
ed as careless of the ties of country and language,
as the others were indifferent to the general clates
of hum'anity. The towns and villages, which were
the scenes of actual conflict, were frequently burnt
to the ground ; and this not only in the course of
the actions of importance which we have detailed,
but in consequence of innumerable skirmishes fought
in different points, which had no influence, indeed,
upon the issue of the campaign, but increased in-
calculably the distress of the invaded country, by
extending the terrors of battle, with fire, famine, and
slaughter for its accompaniments, into the most re-
mote and sequestered districts. The woods afford-
ed no concealment, the churches no sanctuary ; even
the grave itself gave no cover to the relics of morta-
lity. The villages were everywhere burnt, the farms -
wasted and pillaged, the abodes of man, and all that
belongs to peaceful industry and.domestic comfort,
desolated and destroyed. Wolves, and other savage
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animals, .increased fearfully in the districts which
had been:laid waste by human hands, with - ferocity
congenial to their own. Thus were the evils which
France had unsparingly inflicted upon Spain, Prus-
sia, Russia, and almost every European nation, ter-
ribly retaliated within a few leagues. of her own me-
tropolis ; and such were .the consequences of a sys-
tem, which, assuming military force for its-sole prin-
ciple and law, taught the united nations. of . Europe
to repel iits aggressions by means yet more formi-
dable in extent than those which had been .used in

supporting them.
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- CHAPTER 1IV.

Retrospect of Military Events on the French Frontiers.—De-
Jection of Murat, who declares in favour of the Allies.—1Its
consequences.—Augereau is compelled to abandon Gex and
Franche Compté— The North of Germany and Flanders
lost to France—Carnot intrusted with the command of
Antwerp.—Bergen-op-Zoom nearly taken by Sir Thomas
Graham, but lost by the disorder of the troops in the mo-
" ment of success.— The Allies take, and evacuate Sotssons.—
Bulow and Winzengerode unite with Blucher.— The Duke
of Wellington forces his way through the Pays des Gaves.—
" State of the Royalists in the West of France.—Discontent
of the old Republicans with Napoleow’s Government.—
Wiews of the different Members of the Alliance as to the
Dynasties of the Bourbons and of Napoleon.—Proceedings
of the Dukes of Berri and Angouleme, and Monsieur, the
two latter of whom enter France.— The French defeated by
Wellington at ‘Orthez.—Bourdeauz is voluntarily surren-
dered to Marshal Beresford by the inhabitants, who mount
the white cockade.— Details of the Negotiations of Chatillon.
— Treaty of Chaumont, by which the Allies bind themoelves
of new to carry on the war with vigour.—Napoleon presents
a singularly unreasonable contre-projet at Chatillon.— Con-
gress at Chatillon broken up.

WaiLe Napoleon was struggling, in the Cam-
paign of Paris, for his very existence as a monarch,
events were taking place on the frontiers; by-all of
which his fate was more or less influenced, and in
almost all of them unfavourably. Of these events
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we must give a brief detail, mentioning, at the same
time, the influencé which they individually produced
upon the results of the war.

The defence of lealy had been committed to
Prince Eugene Beauharnois, the Viceroy of that
kingdom. e was entirely worthy of the trust, but
was deprived of any means that remained to him of
accomplishing his task, by the defection of Murat.
We have often had oocasion to deseribe Murat as
distinguished on the field of battle—rather an un-
daunted and high-mettled soldier than a wise com-
mander. -As a sovereign he had little elaim to dis-
tinction. He was good tempered, but vain, limit-
ed in capacity, and totally uninformed. Napoleon
had not concealed his contempt of his understand:
ing, and, after the retreat from Russia, had passed an
oblique, but most intelligible censure on him, in a
public bulletin. In writing to the wife of Murat, and
his own sister, Napoleen had mentioned her husband
disparagingly, a8 one who was brave only on the
_ field of battle, but elsewhere as weak as a monk ora

woman. Caroline, in answer, cautiéned her brother
to treat her husband with more respect. Napoleon,
wnaceustomed to suppress his sentiments,-continued
the same line of language and eonduct.

Meanwhile Murat, in his resentment, listened to
terms from Austria, in which, by the mediation of
that state, which was interested in the recovery of
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her Italian proviaces, England was with difficulay
indueed te acquiesce. In consequence of a treaty.
formed with Austria, Murat declared himself in fa-
vour of the allies, and marched an army of 30,000
Neapolitans te Rome, for the purpese of asaisting.in
the expulsion of the French from Italy. He speedily
occupied Ancona and Florence. There was alveady
in Italy an army of 30,000 Austrians, with whom
the Viceroy bad fought the indecisive battle of Ro-
verbello, afier which he retreated to the line of the
Adige, on which he made a precarious stand,. until.
the war wasconcluded.. The appearanee of Murat's
army on the side of Austria, though he confined:
himself to.a war of proclamations, was ealculated te:
'end all French influence in Italy. Counter revolu-
tionary movements, in some of the Cantons of Swit..
zerland, and in the mountains of Savay, tended alss:
to close the door through which Buonaparte had se:
-often transferred the war inta the Italian Peninsula,.
and from. its: northern provinces, into the beart of
Austria herself..

The defection of Murat. had the farther eﬁ'eu: of
disconcerting the measures which Napoleon hiad ;me-
ditated, for recovery, ofi the. south-eastern:frontior.
of France. Augereeu had' received. orders; to ad-.
vance from Lyons, and reeeive the veinfoscements
which. Eugene' was to: have dispstched from Italy.
across: the Adps. These,. it: was calculated, would:
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have given the French Mareschal a decisive superi-
ority, which might have enabled him to ascend to-
wards the sources of the Saonne, call to arms the-
hardy peasantry -of the Vosgesian mountains, -in-’
terrupt the communications of the Austrian army,
and excite a national and  guerilla warfare in the-
rear of the allies. :

To stimulate more highly the energies of his-
early comrade in arms,.Napoleon caused the Em--
press Maria Louisa to wait upon the young Du-
chess of Castiglione, (the Mareschal’s wife,) to pre--
vail-on her to use her influence with her husband,’
to.exert all his talents and audacity in the preserit:
orisis. It was a singular feature of the declension of-
power, when it was thought that the command. of
the Emperor, imposed upon one of his Mareschals,
might require being enforced by the interposition of:
a lady ; or rather, it implied that Napoleon was sen-
sible that he was requiring of his officer something:
which:no ordinary exertions could enable him to per--
form. He wrote, however, to Augereau himself,
conjuring him to remember his early victories, and
to forget_that he was upwards of fifty years old. But’
exhortations, whether by a sovereign or lady, cannot
supply the want of physical force. ,
. Augereau was unable to execute the task im-
posed upon him, froin not receiving the Italian rein-
forcements, which, as matters stood in Italy, Eugene

2
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could not possibly spare. Detachinents from Su-
chet’sSpanish veterans did indeed join the Mareschal
- at Lyons, and enable him to advance on General
Bubna, whom he compelled to retreat to Geneva.
But the arrival of General Bianchi, with a strong
reinforcement, which Schwartzenberg had dispatched
for that purpose, restored the ascendancy of the al-
lied armies on that frontier, especially as the Prince
of Hesse Homberg also approached from Switzer-
land at the head of the Austrian reserves. The last
general had no difficulty in securing the passes of
Saonne. Augereau in consequence was compell-
ed to abandon the country of Gex and Franche
Compté, and again to return under the walls of
Lyons. Napoleon was not more complaisant to his
old comrade and tutor, than he had been to the other
Mareschals in this campaign, who had not accom-
plished tasks which they had not the means to achieve.
Augereau was publicly censured as being inactive
and unenterprising. . '
The North of Germany and Flanders were equal-
*ly lost to France, and French interest. Hamburg
indeed still held out. But, as we have already said,
it was besieged, or rather blockaded, by the allies,
under Bennigsen, to whom the Crown Prince of Swe-
den had left that charge, when he himself, having
put an end to the war with Denmark, had advanced
towards Cologne, with the purpose of assisting in
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clearing, Belgium of the French, and then entgring.
France from that direction, in support: of the Sile-
gian army. The Crown Prince showed no personal
willingness to engage in the invasion of France. The.
causes which might deter him have been alrcady, con-
jectured. The Royalists added another, that he had
~ formed views of placing himself at the head-of the
government of France, which the allied monarchs de-
clined to gratify. It is certain that, whether from
motives of prudence or estrangement,. he was, after.
his arrival in Flanders, no longer to be considered as.
an: active member of the coalition. )
In the meantime, Antwerp was bravely and sci-.
entifically defended by the veteran republican, Car-
not. This celebrated statesman and engineer had:
always oppesed himself to the strides which Na-,
poleon made towards arbitrary powen, and. had vo-
ted against his eleetion to the situation of Consul.
for life, and:that of Emperor. It does not appear
that Napoleon resented this opposition. He had.
been obliged. to Carnot before his unexampled rise,
and afterwards he was-so far mindful of him, as to-
cause his.debts to be paid at.a moment of embarrass. .
ment. Carnot, on his part, teok the invasion ef:-
Frapeo as.a signal. for every. Frenchman to use. his
talents in the, public defence, and, offering hia ser-
vices to. the Empleror, was- intrusted. with tbe cong~
mand of. Antwerp. -
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Bergen-op-Zoom was also still occupied by the

French. 'This city, one of the most strongly forti-

fied in the world, was nearly taken by s coup-de-
main, by Sir Thomas Graham. After a night-at-
tack of the boldest description, the British columns
wete so far successful, that all ordinary obstacles
seemed overcome.” But their success was followed
by a degree of disorder which rendered it unavail-
ing, and many of the troops who had entered the
town were killed, or obliged to surrender. Thus an
enterprise, ably planned and bravely executed, mis-
cartied even in the moment of victory, by accidents
for which neither the general nor the officers imme-
diately in command could be justly held responsible.
General Graham was, however, reinforced from Eng;
land, and was still enabled, with the help of the
Swedes and Danes, as well as Dfitch and Flemish
torps, to check any sallies from Bergen or from Ant-
werp.

" The liberation of the Low Countries being 30
nearly accomphshed Bulow pressed forward on La
* Fere, and finally occupied Laon. Here, upon the
26th of February, he formed a junction with Win-
sengerode, who, bequeathing Juliers, Venloo, and
Maestricht, to the observation of the Crown Prince,
marched through the forest of Ardennes. Soxssons

offered a show of desperate reslstance, but the com-
YOL. VIITL. r
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mpndat being killed, the place was delivered up.
This was on the 13th- February and the allies ought
to have held this important place. But in -their
haste to join Prince Blucher, they evacuated Seissons,
which Mortier caused to be presently re-oceupied by
2 strong French garrison. The possession of this
town became shortly afterwards a matter of great
qonsequence. In the meantime, Bulow and Winzen.
gerode, with their two additional armies,. entered inte
gemmunication w;th Blucher, of whom they now
formed the rear.gnard, and more than restored. to
him the advaniage he had lost by the defeats. at
Montmirail and Champeaubert.

-On. the aouthcweetem frontier the horizon seemed
yet darker. The Duke. of Wellington havipg ene
med Spam, was ﬂbont to force his way through the
atrong country, called the Pags des Gaves, the land,
that is, of the ravines formed by rivers ard torrents.
He maintained such severe discipline, and pald with
puch regularity for the supplies which he needed
frpm the country, that he was Noluntanly furmsh~
gd with provmons of every kind ; while ,tbe grmy
of Soult, though ptatloned in the Marescbal’s .OFB
pountry, obtamed none, sa.ve by the scanty and un-
wxllmg means of military’ requisition. .In conse-
guence of this strict dxsqphne, the presence of the
Bntxsh troops was far from bemg dlstressn}g to the
oountry ; and some efforts made by Genergl Harigpe,
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te raise guerillas among his countrymen; the Rasques;.
o act on the DukeofWellmgtons mr,bpcmeta-
Jeon «k Lus mpplmd tlpe Englnb army. w,ph p;p,
visions and. reinforeements. The- activity of Eng-
lish commerce speedily sent cargoes of every kind
into the harbour, where before were only to . pe seen,
3 few fishing-hosts. The goods were landed, nnder
& tariff of Quties.seftled by the Duke of Wellington ;
and s0 ended the Contmenul System. . .. .

~In the meantimg;.the state of the wpst of ancq

~~~~~

the Bnush in case they shopld be ablg to ove(eomg
the -obstacles pmented by the streng entrenched
camp -at Bayonme; on which Soult rested his righg
flank, extending'a lgne of great atrenmh upon the
Adour and the nexgbbourmg Gaves. .. .

- We bave mentioned already the mnfederacy of
Boyahm, which was now in fnll activity, and exr
tended by faithful agents through the. whole west. of
France. They were noy at their post, and preparing
everything for an explosion. The police of Buona-
parte were neither ignorant of the existence or. pur-
pose of this conspiracy, but they were unaple to-oby
tain such precise information as should detect ang
crush it. The two Meaats de Pohgn*c were deeplg
engaged, and, becoming the subjects of sugpician, it
#as only by a dexterous and speedy flight from. Parif
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thiat they eluded captivity, or perhaps death. They'.
succeeded in réaching the army of the allies, and
were, it is believéd, the first who conveyed to the
Emperor Alexander an exact state of the royal party:
in the iiiterior of France, particularly in the capital,
which made & powerful inrpression on the mind of -
ﬁmt pringe.
* Throughout the west of France there started up &8 -
thousand agents of a party, which were now to awake
from a sleep of twenty years. Bourdeaux, with its
foyal mayor, Count Lynch, and the greater part of its
titizens, was a central point of the association. A great
part of the inhabitants were secretly regimented- and
embodied, and had arins in their possession, and artil-
fery,'ghnp’owdei', and ball, concéaled in their ware-
houses. * The célebrated La Rochejacquelein, made
immortal by the simple and sublime narrative of his -
tonsort, solicited the cause of the royalists at the
Englisht head-quarters, and made repeated and peril: |
ous journeys from thénce to Bourdeaux, and back
again. Saintonge and La Vendée' were organized
. for insurrection by a loyal clergyman, the Abbé Ju:
qualt. The brothers of Roche-Aymon 'prepared
Perlgofd for a-struggle. The Duke of Duras had
engaged a° ‘thousand ‘gentlemen at Tourainé: - Lastly;
the Chouars had again prepare& for a rising undes
the Count de Vitray, and Tranquille, a celebrated
leader, called ‘Le Capitaine sans peur. Numérous
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.bands of refractory conscripts, rendered desperate by
.their state of outlawty, were ready at Angers, Nantes,
.and Orleans, to take arms in the cause of thé Bour-
_bons, under the Count de I’Orge, Monsieur &’ Airac,
:Count Charles d’Autichsmp, the Count de Susan-
.net, and Cadoudsl, brother of the celebrated Georges,
. .and his equal in courage and resolution. But all de-
-sired the previous advance of the Blue-Flints,as they
.called the English, their own being of & different co-
Jowr. “Irammelled by the negotiation at Chatillon,
.and various other political impediments, and anxious
(especially not to lead these high-spirited gentlemen
.inta danger, by encouraging a premature rising, the
:English ministers at home, and the English general
.in, France, were obliged for a time to restrain rather
_than encourage the forward zeal of the Royalists. -
. Such ‘caution was the more necessary, as there ex-
isted at the same time another conspiracy, also direct-
.ed against Buonaparte’s person, or at least his autho-
-xity ; and it was of importance that neither should
explode until some means could be found of prevent-
ing their checking and counteracting each other.
This second class of malcontents consisted of those,
.who, like Buonaparte himself, owed their political
.consequence to the Revolution ; and who, without
regard to the Bourbons, were desirous to get free
of the tyranny of Napoleon. These were the dis-
.appointed and degraded Republicans, the deceived
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‘Conatitutionalists, all. who Yad hoped and expect-
ced that the Revelution would have paved the way
for & free government,-in which -the career of pre-
ferment should be open to tdlents of every descrip-
" tion;—a lottery. in which, deubtless, each hoped
hut his own abilities would gain some important
phize. 'The scejstre of Napoteon had weighed harder
wpon this class:than éven upon the Roydlists. He
" bad.no dislike to the principles of the latter, ab-
atractedly considered ; he felt some Yespect for their
chirth.and titles; #nd only wished to transfer their af-
dfections; from. the House of Bourbon, and to attsth
them to that of Napoleon. . Accordingly, he distribu-
‘ted employments and Ionours atong such of the old
moblesse as could be brought to aceept them, and 6b-
viopsly felt pride in drawing to his Court names and
-titles, knewn. in the enrdier periods of Frexich-history.
‘Besides, sntil: vircamstatices shook hie thiohe, and
-enlarged:their means of injuring him, he considered
. ithe iamber.of the Royalists as.émall,:and their power
-a8 despicable.- But from those active spitits, who hiad
.traded: in revolution after revolutién for so many
.years, he had much more both to fear afid to dislike,
.especially as.tHey were now understoed t6 be headed
‘by his ex-mihister Talleyrand, with whose talents,
-both. forscheming and execating politieal changes,
-he- had so much reason to be acquainted. ~To-this
‘class of bis.ememies he imputed the. hardy attenpt
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whilsh. was made, not. without prespeets ¢f sticcesd, i
oversirow. his government during his abdenge iw
Russia. “ You have the tail, but not the head,”
had been the words of the principal conspirator, whem
sbout to be executed ; and they still rung in the édrd,
“of Buonaparte. It was generally supposed, that his
loug stay in Paris, ere he again_took the field againss.
tho allies, was dictated by his fesr of sothe sitailar ex-.
plosion:to that of Mallet'sconspiracy. Whethez thess
two sepavate classes of the enemiesof Buonapatte com:.
municated with each other, we have no opportunity of
knowing, but they.both had intercoutse with the al-
lies. That of Talleyrand’s faction wsa, we believe,.
maintaimed at the cqurt of London, through mesns.
of a near relation of his own, who visited England:
shortly before the opening of the campaign of which
we treat. We have no doubt, that through spme six
milar mediom - Talleyrand held communication with
the Bourboms ; and that, in the same. mauner as the,
English Restoration was brought shout by 8 unjon
between the Cavaliers and Presbyterians, there was
even then upon foot sope treaty of accommodation,
by which the exiled monarch was, in regaining the
crawn, to have the assistance of those, whom, for
want of another name, we shall call Constitutional-
ists, it being understood that his gevernment was to
be established on the basis of a free madel. )
It was of the greatest importance that both these
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factions should be cautious in their movements, until
it should appear what course the Allied Monarche
were about to pursue in the impending negotiation
with Buonaparte. The issue of this was the more
dubious, as it was generally understood that though
the Sovereigns were agreed on the great point of de~
stroying, on the one hand, the supremacy of Francs,
and, on the other, in leaving her in possession of her.
just weight and influence, they entertained a diffe-
rence of opinion as to the arrangement of her futura
government. :

- The Prince Regent of England, from the genero-
sity of his own disposition, as well as from a cleax
" and comprehensive view of future possibilities, enter-
tained views favonrable to the Bourbons. This illus.
trious person justly conjectured, that free institutions
would be more likely to flourish under the restored
family, who would ‘receive back their crown under
conditions favourable to freedom, than under any
modification of the revolutionary system, which must
always, in the case of Buonaparte’s being permitted
to reign, be felt as implying encroachments on his
imperial power. -The Bourbons, in the case pre-
sumed, might be supposed to count their winnings,
in circumstances where the tenacious and resentful
mind of Napoleon would brood over his losses ; and
it might be feared, that with a return of fortune he
might struggle to repair them. Byt there were mi-
nisters in the British cabinet who were afraid of in-
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carring the ‘imputation of pretracting the war by
announcing England’s adoption of the cauee of the
Bourbons, which was now of a date somewhat anti-
quitated, and to which a sort of unhappy fatality had
hitherto been annexed. England’s interest in the
royal canse was, therefore, limited to good wishes.

* The Emperor Alexander shared in the inclination
which all sovereigns must have felt towards this un-
happy family, whose cause was in seme degree that of,
princes in general. It was understood that Moreau’s
engagement with the Russian Monarch had been
founded upon an express assurance on the part of
Alexander, that the Bourbons were to be réstored te
the Crown of France under the limitations of a free
comstitution. Prussia, from her cose alliance with
Russia, and the personal causes of displessure which"
existed betwixt Frederick and Napoleon, was certain
to vote for the downfall of the latter.

But the numerous armies of Austria, and her vi.
cinity to the scene of action, rendered her aid indis-
pensable to the allies, while the alliance betwixt her
Imperial house and this once fortunate soldier, threw
much perplexity into their councils. It was believed
that the Emperor of Austria would insist upon
Buonaparte’s being admitted to treat as Sovereign
of France, providing the latter gave sufficient evi-
dence that he would renounce his pretensions to
general supremacy ; or, if he continued unreasona-
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bly obstinate, that the Emperor Franecis would de-
sire that a regency should be established, with. Ma-.
ria Louisa at its head. Either course, if adopted,
would have been a-death’s-blow to the hopes of the:
exiled family of Bourbon.

Amid this uncertainty, the Princes of the. House
of Bourbon gallantly determined to risk their own
persons in France, and try what their presence mighit
do to awake ancient remembrances at a crisis so in-.
teresting. :

Although the British ministry refused to afford:
any direct countenance to the schemes of the Bour-
bon family, they could not, in ordinary justice, deny
the more active members of that unhappy race the
freedom of acting as they themselves might judge
most for the interest of their cause and adherents. To
their applications for permission to depart for ‘France;
they received from the British ministry the reply,
that the Princes of the Honse of Bourben were the
guests, not the prisoners, of Britain; and although
the present state of public affairs precluded her from
expressly authorising any step which they might
think proper to take, yet they were free to quit her
territories, and return to them at their pleasure.

" Under a sanction so general, the Duke d’Angouleme
set sail for St Jean de Luz, to join the army of the
Duke of Wellington ; the Duke de Berri for Jersay,
to correspond with the Royalists of Brittany ; and
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‘Monsieur for Hollaad, from which he gained the
frontiers of Switserland, and entered Prance in the
rear of thé Austrian armies. The movements of the
two last princes produced no effects of consequence.

The Dulke de Berri paused in the Isle of Jersey,
on receiving some unpleasant cemmunications from
France respeeting the strength of the existing ge-
vernment, and on diseovering, it is said, a plot tb
inddce him to land at & point, where he must become
the prisoner of Buonaparte.

Mohsieur entered France, and was received -at
‘Veseul with great enthusiasm. But this movement
was not encouraged by the Austrian commandents
‘and generals ; and Monsieur’s proposal to raise corps
of Royalists in Alsace and Franche Compté, was
treated with coldness, appréaching to eontempt. The
execution of Gouault at, Troyes, and the decree of
@oath aguinst the Royalists, struck terror into the
Party, which was incressed by the retrograde move-
ment of the Grand Army. The enterprise of Mon-
sieur, therefore, had no immedliate result, though uy- .
doubitedly his presence had & decisive effect in con-
sequenge of ultimate events; and the restoration
would hardly have taken place, without that prmee
havmg -go adventured his person.

. 'The airival of the Duke of Angouleme in the
Mmy of she Duke of Wellington, had more imme-
digte combequences. - His Royal Highness could
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.obly be received as a volunteer, but the effect of his
arrival was soon visible. La Rochejacquelein, whe

-bad dedicated to the royal cause his days and nights,

.his fortune and his life, soon appeared in the British

.camp, urging the general to direct his ruarch on the

.city of Bourdeaux, which, when delivered from the

.wicinity of Soult’s army, would instantly declare it-

«aelf for the Bourbens, and he followed by the rising
of Guienne, Anjou, and Langwedoc.. Humgnity, as
well as policy, induced the Duke of Wellingtan still
to hesitate. He knew how frequently patﬁo&ig en-
thusiassm makes promiges beyond its power to fulfil ;
-and he cautioned the zealous envoy to beware of &
hasty declaration, since the conferences at Chatillon
were still continned, and there was. a.copsiderable
chance of their ending in a pegce between the allies
and Napoleon, La Rochejacquelein, undeterred by
remonstrances, continued to urge his suit with such
intelligence and gallantry, as to receive at last the
encouraging answer, “ Remain a few days at, head-
quarters, and you shall see us force the Gaves.”
Here, accordingly, commenced a series of scienti-
fic manceuvres, commencing 14th February,by which
the Duke of Wellington, pressing step by step on that
part of the French army which were on the left side
of the Adour, drove them successively beyond the
Gave de Mauleon, and the Gave d’Oleron. On the
right side of the latter Gave, the French.took a pos
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sftion on very streng ground in front of the town of
Orthez, where, joined by Clausel and a strong rein-
forcement, Soult endeavoured to make a stand. The
Duke of Wellington commenced his attack on the
enemy’s right, storming and taking the village by
which it waé commanded. The desperate resistance
which' the enemy made on this point, occasioned one.
of those critical movements, when & general is called
apon, in the heat of battle, to alter all previous ar-,
rangements, and, in the moment of doubt, confusion,
and anxiety, to substitute new combinations to super-
sede those which have been planned in the hours of
cool premeditation. A left attack upon a chain of
heights extending aleng General Soult’s left, was
substituted for that to which Wellington had at first
trusted for victory.

At the same time, the appearance of General Hill’s
division; who had forded the river, or Gave, above
Orthez, and threatened the enemy’s flank and rcar,
made the defeat complete. For some time Mare«
schal Soult availed himself of the alertness of his .
troops, by halting and taking new positions, to pre-
serve at least the form of a regular retreat ; but at
length, forced from one line to another by the ma-
nceuvres of the British, sustaining new losses at every
halt, and menaced by the rapid approach of Ge-
neral Hill’s division, his retreat became a flight, in
which the French suffered great loss. VWhole bat-

MY
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talions of conscripts dispersed entirely, and many
left their muskets regularly piled, as if intimating
their ﬁxed resojution to retire altogether from the
contest.

- Another action near Aires, by General Hill, and
the passage of the Adour, under Bayonne, by the
Honourable Sir John Hope, a manceuvre which
might well be compared to a great battle fought,
gave fresh influence to the ‘British arms. Bayoune
vas invested, the road to Bourdeaux laid open, and
Soult, left with scarce the semblance of sn army, re-
treated towards Tarhes, to secure a junction: with
such French corps as might be returning from Spain.

The battle of -Orthez, with the brilliant gnd mas-
terly manceuvres which ‘preceded and followed it,
served to establish the superiority of the British
forces in points wherejn they had till then been deem-
ed most deficient. Since the victories in Spain, it was
no longer uncommon to hear a French officer allow,
that in the extreme tug of conflict the English sol-
dier, from physical strength and high energy of cha-
racter, had perhaps some degree of superiority over
his own impetuous but less persevering countrymen.
But he uniformly qualified such a stretch of candour,
by claiming for the French syperior skill in contri-
ving, and promptitude in executing, those previous
movements, on which the fate of hiattles usnally de-
pends. . The victory of Salamanca, though gained
over a general distinguished as a tactician, and in
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sensequence of a previous contest of manceuvres, was
not admitted to comtradiet the opinion with which
Frenchmen were generally impressed. Yet, since
the commencement of the campaign on the Adour,
the French army, thowgh under command of the
celebrated Soult, (/e Vieuw Renard, as he was fami-
liatly called by his soldiers,) wes checked, turned,
put-marched, and out-flanked upon every océasion ;
yyiven from position to position, in & country that
nﬂimh o many of peeuliar strenigth, withous having
it.in their power to injure their victors by a protract-
¢4 defenge; and repestedly’ defested, not by main

foxce or superiority of number, but by a combina-

tion of wovements, At once so -boldly conteived : and

50 admirably executed, as left throughout the whole

pantest she palm’ of science, as well as of énduring
- energy and physical hardibood, with the British sole
dier. These victories, besides adding another laurel
o the thick-woven chaplet of the English general,

had the most decipive effect on the fupure events of
the war, as well as-upon the pubhc rhind in dn
gonth of France.

- Bourdesux being thus left to follow the inclina-
tions-of the inhabitants, and encouraged by the ap-
proach of an Epglish detschment of' 15,000 wien,
wnder Field-Marshal Beresford; poured out its mul-
situdes to receive the Duke of Angeuleme. The nure-
" bers which thronged out of ilw city were computed
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to be at lesst 10,000 persons. The mayor, Count

Lynch, in a short epeech, told the English General,

that if he approached as & conqueror, he needed

not his interposition to possess himself of the keys of

Bourdesux ; but if he came as an ally of their lawfal

sovereign, hewas ready to tender them up, with every

token of love, honour, and affection. Field-Marshal
Beresford reiterated his promises of protection, and

expressed his confidence in the loyalty of the city of
Bourdeaux. The Mayor then uttered the long-for:

gotten signal cry of Vive le Roi ! and it was echoed

a thousand times from the thousands around. Count

Lynch then, pulling the three-coloured cockade

from his hat, assumed the white cockade of the

Bourbons. All imitated his example, and at a con:

certed signal, the old ensign of loyalty streamed from

the steeples and towers of the city, amid general ac:

clamation. '

The enthusiasm with which the signals of loyalty
were adopted, and the shouts of Vive le Roi repeate
ed on all hands, mingled with blessings upon the
heads of the English and their leaders, formed a °
scene which those who witnessed it will not speedily
forget. It was a renewal of early affections and at-
tachments, which seemed long dead and forgotten,—
a general burst of feelings the more generous and
affecting, because they were not only as disinterest-
ed as spontaneous, but might eventually be deeply

3 -
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franght with danger to those who expremsed them.
Yet they were tttered with a generous enthusiasm,
‘that placed the actors far above the apprehension of
‘persemal consequences.

> The same lively acclamations hatled the entrance
of the Duke d’Angouleme into this fe city. At
the Prince’s entry, the inhabitants crowded round
him with enthusiasm. The archbishop and clergy
of the diocese recognised him ; 7's Dewm was sung
in full pomp, while the umited banners of France,
Britain, Spain, and Portugal, were hoisted on the
walls of the town. Loxd Dalhousie was left command-
ant of the British ; and if excellent sense, long expe-
rience, the most perfect equality of temper, and un-
shaken steadiness, be necessary qualities in so deli-
cate a trust, the British army had not-one more fit
for the charge. -

Brilliant as these tidings were, they excited in
Britain the most cruel apprehensions for the fate
which Bourdeaux might incur, if this declaration
sheuld unhappily prove tobe premature. The treaty
at Chatillon seemed to approach a termimation, and
vessels are said to have been dispatched to the Gi-
ronde, to favoursthe escape of such citisens as might
be most obnoxious to the vengeance of Buonaparte
Many of those who wished most for British success,
were tempted to regret that the vietory of Orthes had

. VOL. VIII. R < A
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taken piace ; 80 great were their apprehensions for
those who had been encouraged by that success, to
declare against the government of Napoleon ere his
power of injuring them was at an end. That we may
see how far those fears were warranted; we shall has-
tily review the progress of this remarkable negotia-
tion, of which, however, the secret history is not even
now entirely known.

The propositions fer peace had begun with the
communication of the Baron St Aignan, which had
been discussed at Frankfort. The terms then prope-
sed to Napoleon were, that, abandoning all his wider
conquests, France should retire within the course of
the Rhine and the barrier of the Alps. Napoleon
had accepted these conditions as a basis, under a sti-
pulation, however, which afforded a pretext for break-
ing off the treaty at pleasure, namely, that France
was to be admitted to liberty of commerce and navi-
gation ; an implied challenge of the maritime law, as
exercised by the British. T'o this, the Earl of Aber-
deen, the able and accomplished representative of
Britain, replied, that France should enjoy such liberty
. of commerce and navigation as she had any right to
expect. A subject of debate, and & most important
one, was thus left open ; and perhaps neither of those
powers were displeased to possess a means of disturb-
ing the progress of the treaty, according to what
should prove the events of the war.
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Caulaincourt, Duke of Vlcenza, the mmlster of
foreign affairs, was the representative of Napoleon
at Chatillon, upon this most important occasion.
His first instructions, dated 4th January, 1814, re-
stricced him to the basis proposed at Frankfort,
which assigned Belgium to France, thus conced-
ing to the latter what Napoleon now called her na.
tural boundaries, although it certainly did not ap-
pear, why, since victory had extended her fron-
tiers by so many additional kingdoms, defeat should
not now have the natural effect of retrenching them. |
But after the inauspicious commencement of the
campaign, by the battle of Brienne, in which Na-
poleon gained little, and that of La Rothiere, in
which he was defeated, he saw that as peace, like
the Books of the Sibyls, (to the sale of which the ne-
gotiation has been compared;) would rise in price,
circumstances might render it necessary, also, that
peace should be made by Caulaincourt without com-.
munication with Napoleon. Depending upon the
events of war, it might be possible that a favourable
day, nay, an hour being suffered to elapse, might put
the treaty out of his reach. For these reasons, Cau-
laincourt was intrusted, over and above his instrug-
tions, with a definitive and unlimited carte-hlanche,
in which he was empowered to « bring the negotia-
tion to a happy issue, to save the capital, and prevent
the hazards of a battle, on which mnst rest the last
hopes of the nation.”
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Caulaincourt reached Chatillon sur Seing, which
had been declared neutral for the purpose of the
conferences. At this memorable Congress, Count
Stadion represehted Austria, Count Raznmowgki
Russia, Baron Humboldt Prussia, and Great Bri-
tain had three commissioners present, namely, Lord
Aberdeen, Lord Cathcart, and Sir Charles Stewart.
Every politeness was shown on the part of t'he
French, who even offered the English ministers the
advantage of corresponding directly with London by
the way of Calais; a courtesy which was declined
with thanks. ) '
~ The commissioners of the allies were not long in
expressing what Napoleon’s fears had anticipated.
They declared that they would no longer sbide by
the basis proposed at Frankfort. “ To obtain peace,
France must be restricted within her ancient limits,”
y}uch excluded the important acquisition of Belgium.
Baron Fain gives us an interesting account of the
mode in which Napoleon received this commupica-
tion. He retired for a time into his own apartment,
gnd sent for Berthxer and Maret. They came—he
gave them the fatgl dlsPatqh—tl;ey read, and 3 deep
silence ensueq The two faithful wglatqrp flung
themselves at tbeu' masger’s feeq, and with tearg in
theu' eyes unplored him to give way to the necessity,
o? the time. * Never, he replied, < will I bresk
ﬁle oath by whlch I swore at my qqrqnqgmn, to
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minintais the integrity of the territories of the Re-
public, and never will I léave France less in extent
" than I found her. It would not only be France thiat
would retreat, but Austria and Prussia’ who would
advance. - France indeed needs peace, but such &
peace is worse than the most inveterate war. What
answer would I have to the Republicans of the State,
when they should demand from me the barrier of the
Rhine ? No—write'to Caulsincourt that I reject the’
-treaty, and will rather abide the brunt of battle.”
Shortly after he is said to have exclaimed, “ I am
yet nearer to Munich than they are to Paris.”

His councillors were not discouraged. In a cooler
moment, the ministers who watched his pillow, ob:
tained from him permission that the treaty should:
proceed. He directed that the articles proposed by
the allies should be sent to Paris, and the adviee
of each privy councillor taken individually upon the
subject. With one exception, that of Coumt La-
ouée de Cessac, all the privy councillors agreed that
the terms proposed at Chatillon ought to be subscri-
bed to. Thus sanctioned, Caulaincourt, on the 9th
of February, wrote to the commissioners of the allies,
that if an immediate armistice were entered into, he
wag ready to consent’ that France should retreat
_within her ancient limits, according to the basis pro-
posed. He offered, also, that France should cede in-
stantly, on' condition of the armistice being granted:
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some of the strong places, which their acceptance of
the terms offered obliged her to yield up. But this
offer of ceding the fortresses was clogged with secret
conditions, to be afterwards explained. The allies
declared their readiness to adhere to these prelimi-
naries, and for a day the war might be considered .
as ended.

But, in the meantime, the successes which Napo-
leon obtained over Blucher ‘at Montmirail and
‘Champeaubert, had elevated him in his own opinien
ahove the necessity in which he stood after the bat-
tle of Brienne. From the field of battle at Chateau
“Thiery, he wrote to Caulaincourt to assume an at-
titude less humiliating -among the members of the
Congress; and after the defeat of the prince of
Wirtemberg, at the bridge of Montereau, and the
retreat of the Grand Army from Troyes, he seems
to have entirely resolved to break off the treaty.

When Schwartzenberg, 4s we have seen, demand-
«d the meaning of Napoleons offensive movement,
«wontrary o what had been agreed upon by the Con-
gress at Chatillon, he answered, by the letter to the
Emperor of Austria, in which he rejected the con-
ditions to which Caulincourt had agreed, and re-
‘probated them as terms which, if known in Paris,
would excite general indignation. *¢ It would realize,”
he said,  the dream of Burke, who desired to make
France disappear from the map of Europe. It was
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placing England® in possession of Antwerp and the

Low Countries, neither of which he would ever sur-

render.” :

In the same spirit, and at the same time, Napoleon
wrote from Nangis to Caulaincourt, that * when he
had given him carte-blanche, it was for the purpose
of saving Paris, and ‘Paris was now saved ; 'it'was
for avoiding the risk of a battle,—that risk was over,
and the battle won ; he therefore revoked the -ex-

_traordinary .powers with which his ambassador was
invested.”

We will not stop to inqu'u'e into the diplomatic
question, whether Caulaincourt had not effectually
exercised, on 9th February, those powers which were
not recalled until the 17th, six days after ; and; cen-
sequently, whether his master was not bound, by the
act of his envoy, beyond the power of retracting.
Enough remains to surprise us in Napoleon’s head-
strong resolution to continue the war, when, in fact,

it was already ended upon terms which had been re-

commended by all his councillors, one excepted. His
obligation to the Republic of France, to maintain the
integrity of its territories, could scarcely remain bind-
ing on one, by whom that very Republic had been de-

* This alluded to the match, then supposed to be on the tapis,
betwixt the late Princess Charlotte of Wales and t.he Prince of
Orange.
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stroyed ; and at any rate, no such engagement ean
bind 8 sovereign from acting in extremity as the
safety of the community requires. Far less could the
terms be said to dishonour France, or strike her out
of the map of Europe, wnless her honour and exis-
tence, which had flourished for twelve centuries, de-
pended upon an acquisition which she had made with-
in twenty years. But the real case was, that Buo-
naparte always connected the loss of honour with the
surrender of whatever he conceived himself to have a
chance of being able to retain. Every cession was to
be wrung from him ; he would part with nothing wil-
lingly ; and, like a child with its toys, that of which
there was any attempt to deprive him, became imme-
diately the most valuable of his possessions. Ant-
werp, indeed, had a particular right to be considered
as inestimable. The sums he had bestowed on its
miagnificent basins, and almost impregnable fortifica-
tions, were immense. He had always the idea that
he might make Antwerp the principal station of a
large navy. He clung to this vision of a fleet, even
at-Elba and Saint Helena, repeating often, that he
might have saved his crown if he would have resign-
ed Antwerp at Chatillon; and no idea was more rivet-
ted in his mind, than that his refusal wasfounded on
patriotic principles. Yet the chief value of Antwerp
lay in the event of another war with Great Britain, -
for which Buonaparte was thus preparing, while the
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question was, how tHe present hostilities were to be
closed ; and surely, the possibility of a navy which
had no existence, should not have been placed in
competition with the safety of a nation deeply em-
perilled by the war now waging in the very centre
of his kingdom.* 'This he saw in a different light
from that of calm reason. “ If I am to receive
flagellation,” he said, ““let it be at least under terms
of compulsion.” ’

Lastly, the temporary success which he had at-
tained in the field of battle, was of a charseter which,
Justly considered, ought not to have encouraged the
French Emperor to continue war, but, on the con-
trary, might have furnished a precious opportunity
for making peace, before the very sword’s point was
at his throat. The oonditions which he might have
made in this moment of temporary success, would
have had the appearance of being gracefully ceded,
rather than positively extorted by necessity. And °
it may be added, that the allies, startled by their
losses, would have probably granted him better
terms ; and certainly, remembering his military ta~
lents, would have taken care to observe these which
they might fix upon. The reverses, therefore, in the
month of February, which obscured the arms of the

¢ See Journal, &c. par Le Compte de Las Cases, tome IV.
partie 7iéme. .
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‘combined monarchs, resembled the clouds, which, in
Byron’s Tale, is described as passing over the moon,
to afford an impenitent renegade the last and limited
term for repentence.* But the heart of Napoleon,
like that of Alp, was too proud to profit by the in-
terval of delay thus afforded to him.

The truth seems to be, that Buonaparte never se-
riously intended to make peace at Chatillon ; and
while his négotiator, Caulaincourt, was instructed to
hold out to the allies a proposal to cede the frontier
fortresses, he received from the Duke of Bassano the
following private directions :—¢ The Emperor "de-
sires that you would avoid explaining yourself clearly
upon every thing which may relate to deliveripg-up
the fortresses of Antwerp, Mayence, and Alexandria,
if you should be obliged to consent to these-cessions ;
‘his Majesty intending, even though he should have
ratified the treaty, to be guided by the military si-
tuation of affairs :—wait till the last moment. The
bad. faith of the allies in respect to the capitulations
of Dresden, Dantzic, and Gorcum, authorises us to
-endeavour not to be duped. Refer, therefore, these
«questions to a military arrangement, as was done at

# ¢ There is a light cloud by the moon—
>Tis passing, and ’twill pass full soon ;
If, by the time its vapoury sail
Hath ceased her shrouded orb to veil,
Thy heart is not within thee changed,
Then God and man are both avenged.” -
Siege of Corinth.
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Presburg, Vienna, and Tilsit. His Majesty desires
that you would not lose sight of the dispesition which
he will feel, not to deliver up those three keys of
~ France, if military events, on which he is willing
still to rely, should permit him not to do so, even if
he should have signed the cession of all these pro-
vinces. In a word, his Majesty wishes to be able,
after the treaty, to be guided by existing circum-
stances, to the last moment. He orders you to burn|
this letter as soon as you have read it.”

The allies showed, on their side, that the ob-
stinaey of Napoleon had increased, not diminish-
ed, their determination to carry-on the war. A
new treaty, called that of Chauinont, was entered in-
to-upon the 1st of March, between Austria, Russia,
Prussia, and England, by which the high contract-
ing parties bound themselves each to keep up an
army of 150,000 men, with an agreement on the
part of -Great Britain, to advance four millions to
carry on the war, which was to be prosecuted with-
out relaxation, until France should be reduced within
her ancient limits; and what further indicated the
feelings of both parties, the military commissioners,
who had met at Lusigny to settle the terms of an
armistice, broke up, on pretence of being unable to
agree upon a suitable line of demarcation.

- The' principal negotiation continued to languish
.at Chatillon, but without much remaining hope be-
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ing entertained, by thost who were well-informed on
* éither side, of the result being favourable. i

On the ‘7th March, Romigny, a clerk of Buona-
parte’s cabinet, brought to the Empevor, on the éven:
g of the bloody battle of Craonne, the ultimatum of
the allies, insisting that the French envoy should
eitlier proceed to treat upon the basis they had of-
fered, namely, that France should be reduced with-
in her ancient limits, or that Caulaincourt should
present a confre-projet. His plenipotentiary re-
quested instructions ; but it appears that Buonaparte,
too able not to see the result of his pertinacity, yet
too haughty to recede from it, had resolved, in
sportsman’s phrase, to die hard. The 10th day of
March having passed over, without any answer arri-
ving from Buonaparte to Caulaincourt, the term as-
gigned to him for declaring his ultimatum, was ex-
tended to five days ; the plenipotertiary of France
hoping, probably, that some decisive event in the
field of battle would either induce his master to con-
gent to the terms of the allies, or give him a right to
obitain better. '

It is said, that, during this interval, Prince
Wentzeslaus of Lichtenstein was again dispatched
by the Emperor Francis to the head-quarters of Na-
poleon, as a special envoy, for the purpose of con-
juring him to accommodate his ultimatum to the arti-
cles settled as the basis of the conferences, and “in~



